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Custom Reclaimed Timber, Woodworking, and Metalwork
We’re invested in one-of-a-kind reclaimed timber creations made to meet our clients' needs.

BIG TIMBERWORKS, INC.
800.763.4639 • 406.763.4639 

www.bigtimberworks.com
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The fabrication of metals is 
one of the oldest traditions in 
human history. Beginning in 
the Bronze Age, early people 
found that the use of metals 
was paramount to advancing 
technology. By the medieval 
period, metalworking was 
ubiquitous, with blacksmiths 
being a facet of nearly 
every village throughout 
Europe. These blacksmiths worked 
in environments ranging from small 
villages to castles and abbeys. In this 
Medieval Period, blacksmiths would use 
bituminous coal fueled forges consisting 
of a hearth which allowed for the control 
of the air, fuel volume, and fire shape. In some instances, 
blacksmiths would use portable furnaces which were fitted to 
wagons. These blacksmiths would use the furnaces to perform 
various works with iron, using hammers and tongs to hold 
pieces while repeatedly heating and hammering the material 
into countless works including tools, weapons, nails, and 
doors. 

The need for metal goods followed the earliest immigrants 
to the New World, so naturally blacksmiths did as well. In 
colonial America, the village blacksmith had multifaceted 
duties. From making axes and knives to door hinges and nails, 
the village blacksmith was behind many of the implements 
needed for life at the time. Whether the village needed knives 
or plowshares, the blacksmith made them. For without the 
blacksmith, the village could not survive. 

The practice of 
blacksmithing grew 
throughout North America 
until the emergence of 
the industrial revolution 
which rendered the small 
practices which were up to 
that time commonplace, 
obsolete. In the late 1800Õs, 
metal goods were able to be 
freighted across the country 

via the transcontinental railroad, 
allowing the production of metal goods 
to be performed en masse. Despite 
the downturn which blacksmithing 
experienced at this point, a variety of 
new technologies emerged, allowing the 

trade to continue as it had on the micro-scale. For example, 
the 1920s saw major advances in welding technology, such as 
the 1920 introduction of automatic welding in which wire is 
continuously fed. Additionally, as scientists looked for ways to 
protect welds from the effects of oxygen and nitrogen in the 
atmosphere, shielding gases emerged as a means of mitigating 
the negative effects of atmospheric gases. 

From robotic welding to the international market which 
exists for pre-made metal goods, one may believe that there 
is no place for businesses carrying on the blacksmithing 
tradition. Contrary to this, Midwest Welding & Machine in 
Bozeman, Montana has been carrying the age-old traditions 
of blacksmithing into the modern age since 1944. Midwest 
Welding & Machine began as a blacksmithing shop with dirt 
floors in the building now housing BozemanÕs Taproom 
on Rouse. Once acquired in 1944, the shop began offering 

MIDWEST 
WELDING & MACHINE:

Carrying an age-Old TradiTiOn inTO The PresenT
BY STEVEN FIEGLER

Midwest Welding 
& Machine, Inc. 

·-•�, <'' .. . 

/T�-1·IN THE OLD'WJ 
BLACKSMITH SHOP 

Through the years, the company always remained a family business, 
passing down to Chris and �oug Westlake, Chuck and Patty's son's. Val 

. Lint, Patty's· brother, also began working with the company as an 
apprentice machinist while attending Bozeman High School in 1971. 
He was the first student placed through the DECA program and 
worked half days at the company during his senior year in high school. 
He joined full-time following his graduation in 1972 and today owns 
and manages the shop. ..., 

One symbol of its connection 'Yith Bozeman is the giant anvil that sits 
on the lawn out front. One of the world's largest anvils, it is an exact 
replica of the Hay Budden anvil displayed in the foyer of the shop. 
Mid�est Welding & Machine obtained the anvil from a 90 year old 
retiring blacksmith in 1962. The blacksmith had made his living on the 
anvil for his entire life, supporting his family and raising his children. He 
agreed to part with it after assurances by the company that it would 
never be sold or abused, a promise they have kept through the 
intervening decades. 
The anvil is an important symbol for the company. It signifies both the 
history of the welding and machining business and the company's 
dedication to its community and roots. Though Midwest Welding & 
Machine has upgraded its equipment through the years, each day the 
anvil reminds everyone of the company's valu� and dedication t� service. 

As Val says,"The success of the company is the result 
of the dedicated craftsmen's efforts ove_r the years. You 
can't go anywhere in the area without seeing examples 
of their workmanship. We are excited to be a part of 
this community and still the go-to place for welding 
and machining" that job has always been critical to the 
success of Midwest Welding & Machine and its 
w�rkers and will continue to be far into the futu�e. 

GLii=Wa-1 
Built for a lifetime': 

www.midwest-welding.com 
va l@m idwest-weld ing .com 
p: 406-587-54 l 7 f: 406-587-582 l
2320 N. 7th Ave, Bozeman, MT 59715 

Powder 
Coating • •••••
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MIDWEST 
WELDING & MACHINE:

modern welding and machining services. 

As Midwest Welding & Machine grew, the shop moved to 
its current location on North 7th Avenue. Many of those 
who have not yet used Midwest Welding & Machine’s 
services still know the location from the gargantuan anvil 
outside the shop. While this exact replica of the Hay 
Budden anvil fills its purpose of alluding to the services 
offered within the Midwest Building, it also embodies the 
shops commitment to supporting the community. The 
Hay Budden anvil was purchased in 1962 from a 90-year-
old retiring blacksmith under the agreement that it would 
be neither sold or abused. The blacksmith had used the 
anvil throughout his entire life as a means of supporting 
his business and family. Whenever entering the shop, it 
serves as a reminder that while the tools of the trade have 
changed, the company’s values and dedication to service 
have not. 

One of the ways in which Midwest Welding & Machine 
has ensured that its values remain unchanged throughout 
the decades had been by remaining a family business. 
Throughout the years, the company has changed hands 
from the original owners to their children, Chris and 
Doug Westlake, to the current owner Val Lint, who began 
working for the shop in 1971 as an apprentice while 
attending Bozeman High School. 

Today, Midwest Welding & Machine offers a variety 
of services such as powder coating, welding and steel 
fabrication, and machining. Additionally, the shop 
regularly expands and adds options for customers. The 

most recent expansion included a 40-foot oven as a means 
of meeting increasing demand for powder coating services. 
This 40-foot oven accompanies their existing 25-foot blast 
furnace and 25-foot spray booth, allowing for the baking of 
larger architectural fixtures and construction equipment. 

While the tools and techniques of blacksmithing have 
continually changed since the Bronze Age, the commitment 
to quality work and status as a fixture in the community 
which has characterized the trade throughout the ages 
continues to this day at Midwest Welding & Machine. 
Since 1944, the company’s growth has been the result of 
quality workmanship, which will continue into the future 
as Midwest Welding & Machine remains a staple in the 
Bozeman community. 

“THe massive anvil perched at the side of 
the road on North 7th Avenue, past the 

Interstate, is one of the largest in the world.”
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Strolling through early 20th century Bozeman, while being mindful 
of the muddy Main Street, passers by were oft met by the low din of 
a hammer. With several blacksmith shops in town, patrons had a one-
stop-shop for wagon repairs, horseshoeing, building materials and more. 

A staple in every community, the blacksmith served a ubiquitous 
purpose that arose in the 2nd millennium B.C. and is still present today.

According to the Encyclopedia Britannica, blacksmithing is a term 
derived from the original phrase for iron: black metal. 

During the late 2nd and 1st millennia B.C., iron, which was more 
abundant than copper and tin, replaced bronze as the material of choice 
for metallurgy and tool-making. Prior to the 18th century Industrial 
Revolution, smiths formed wrought iron objects by hand. To do this, 
they smelted iron ore in a forge with charcoal. Once hot, the material 
was removed and worked—or wrought—with a hammer, welding the 
iron into a mass. Much more malleable than hard and brittle cast iron, 
wrought iron was the standard of the time for creating an array of 
highly functional items.

By the 19th century, however, blacksmithing in Europe and the U.S. 
began to see a decline as the Industrial Revolution paved the way for 

factories and the development of the inexpensive casting process.

While on a national decline, blacksmithing remained an important part 
of the Gallatin Valley for some time. With at least one shop in each of 
the surrounding communities, including Willow Creek, Manhattan, 
Belgrade, Springhill, Salesville and Amsterdam, and several in Bozeman 
proper, the smiths broadcasted their work on hand-painted signs hung 
high on their frame buildings.

Advertising horseshoes, wagon repairs and particulars, the blacksmiths 
of Gallatin Valley made everything from nails, bolts and chains, to 
axes, sickles and agricultural implements. They also made candlesticks, 
brackets, wheel rims and fireplace fittings, not to mention copious 
numbers of horseshoes.

A scan through the archives at the Gallatin History Museum reveals 
commonalities among the local blacksmith shops. In photographs 
dated during the early decades of 1900, you’ll find wagons and horses 
lined at the shop fronts. The shop interiors, while rife with metal scrap 
piles, tractor seats, wagon wheels and horseshoes, appear tidy, while the 
proud proprietors stand before their anvil or brick forge donning the 
characteristic leather apron of the trade. 

OF FLAME AND HAMMER:
The early blacksmiths of Gallatin Valley

STORY BY JESSIANNE CASTLE
PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE GALLATIN HISTORY MUSEUM
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Some shops served dual purposes, such as Belgrade’s Hecox and Son 
Blacksmith & Auto Shop in 1910, or the carpenter and blacksmith 
shop on the Peterson Ranch at Willow Creek circa 1900. 

While the majority were simple framed buildings, Tom Crane’s 
shop in Springhill is depicted in a sketch as being three stories tall. 
Crane’s machinery was powered by water wheel and the elaborate 
shop sat just beside his uneven plank-roofed log cabin home. 

As the railroad allowed for easier transport and advancing 
technology improved iron casting efficiency, the immediate need for 
the blacksmith eventually dwindled in Gallatin Valley. 

Today, while common items like nails and hammers are mass 
produced and available at the retail store, a number of local smiths 
still adhere to traditional blacksmithing principles, producing 
custom metalwork, knives and home furnishings.

PHOTOS:

Opposite: Emil Ketterer (center) and two assistants inside his 
Bozeman shop. In addition to his anvil, Ketterer’s brick forge, 
mallet, tools and horseshoes are on full display.

Above: Emil Ketterer’s small, frame blacksmith shop, located at 
the corner of Main Street and North Grand in Bozeman.

Below: A view of the interior of George Postena’s Manhattan 
blacksmith shop with John T. Kamp (left) and another man 
standing at their anvils.

With forge and anvil resting in their places at 955 Story Mill Rd. 
in Bozeman, Sore Elbow Forge is a place you visit when you have 
big ideas. Blacksmith and businessowner Tom Holcombe enjoys his 
craft, creating custom metalwork and completing a wide array of 
repairs just like the old blacksmith shops of 100 years ago.

Offering traditional and modern smithing, Holcombe does 
projects ranging from architectural and functional to aesthetic and 
more. Whether it’s creating an intricate custom fireplace front, 
a set of tools, or making right old bent and broken pieces, Sore 
Elbow Forge prioritizes customer needs to make beautiful pieces 
that can also serve a function.

Holcombe began blacksmithing as a hobby in his garage after he 
retired from 21 years in the army more than a decade ago.

“It looked like something fun to do—a traditional way of working 
metal,” he said. “You kind of get addicted to it and you have to 
feed your addiction. It’s just a love of an ancient art.”

He acquired the blacksmith shop in 2004 to feed that fire 
burning within him, purchasing the business then called The 
Bridger Blacksmith from Terry Morvay in the late ’90s. Since then, 
Holcombe has continued to hone his craft, even creating his own 
metal-working tools.

Today, he estimates about 10 percent of his work is repairs while 
the rest is fully custom work.

For more information, visit facebook.com/soreelbowforge or call 
(406) 582-0055.

SORESORE
ELBOWELBOW
FORGEFORGE
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S
ince its doors first opened 
in 1919, First Security 
Bank’s mission has been 
to progress community 
banking. The back page 
of a commemorative 

pamphlet celebrating the institution’s 
50th anniversary proudly declares: “Your 
Progressive Full Service Bank.” That 
was in 1969, and since then, not much 
has changed at First Security. Then, 
as is the case now, First Security Bank 
was Gallatin Valley’s choice for a host 
of business and private loans that have 
helped establish some of the area’s most 
lasting organizations.

First Security Bank was founded by A.G. 
Berthot, H.S. Buell, and W.N. Purdy. The 
earliest version of the bank operated out 
of the Kopp Building on Bozeman’s East 
Main Street. The Kopp Building dated 
back to the Civil War, and would require 
heavy renovations before ultimately 
housing what was then known as 
Security Bank.

Ultimately, after outgrowing the Kopp 
location, First Security moved to its 
current location on 208 East Main, just 
a few blocks away. While the face of 
Bozeman’s bank customers, and in turn, 
the city itself, has changed drastically 
since the turn of the century, First 

Security’s dedication to facilitating local 
growth has remained paramount.

First Security Bank is still providing 
competitive progressive financial 
products 100 years later. And while their 
banking services are forward thinking, so 
is the bank space itself. First Security’s 
flagship location on main street features 
a full-service coffee counter, and the 
lobby is made more relaxing by soft 
music and smiling employees.

Now, First Security runs nine locations, 
spread across Bozeman, Belgrade, Big 
Sky, and Three Forks and merged with 

the Glacier family of banks in early 2019. 
Aside from banking support, First Security 
and its dedicated staff are present 
and active in the business community, 
offering advice and counseling. “We see 
this as a vital role for out bank to play,” 
says First Security President Jim Ness. 
“Supporting our community in a familiar 
and personal way.”

Serving Montanans since 1919.
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1919 - 2019

Community - First Security Bank is focused on our customers and our 
communities — just as we have been since 1919, when we opened our 
first location in downtown Bozeman. No matter what your goals are, we 
have the products and services to help you reach them — faster. 
Discover the 100’s of reasons your neighbors choose First Security Bank.

OURBANK.com  ///  406.585.3800
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Across from the historic Gallatin Gateway Inn and about 6 miles north of 
Gallatin Canyon and the Gateway into Yellowstone National Park, a 65-
foot clocktower might catch an attentive motorist’s eye. Strikingly simple 
in design, the tower’s rough and weathered timbers summon stories of the 
past, serving as a sentinel for the town of Gallatin Gateway.

Big Timberworks erected the tower in 2008 as a part of the company’s 
25th anniversary. It is located right next to their timber frame shop, 
sawmill, showroom and metal shop, as just one testament to what the 
now 36-year-old company can do.

In 1979, the late Merle Adams started Big Timberworks as a company 
honoring classic log building methods. Four years later, Adams and 

his crew—what today’s employees fondly refer to as the “log-building 
gypsies”—transitioned to timber framing and this traditional form of 
construction has remained at the heart of the business ever since.

“Timber framing is a time-honored tradition with roots throughout 
Europe and the Far East,” said Hudson Hart, who joined the Big Twig 
team in 1994 and has served as the Co-CEO since 2016. 

“Here at BT, we have the privilege of working with reclaimed timbers 
with a history of their own and now they will get a new life in another 
building,” he added. “Our craftsmen employ traditional and non-
traditional methods of joining these timbers together to create something 
of great value for our clients. After 25 years, I have realized that 

CRAFTSMANSHIP AND TRADITION
The legacy of Big Timberworks

BY JESSIANNE CASTLE
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relationships with homeowners, builders, suppliers and 
fellow employees are what really matter. We are only as 
good as our last job, and it is my responsibility to ensure we 
do not have a last job.” 

The company transitioned into an employee-owned co-
op in 1999 and in the last four decades, they’ve fulfilled 
projects in more than 40 states, from North Carolina to 
Alaska. Currently, they support 21 full-time employees, 
who average 15 years with Big Timberworks.

TIMBER FRAMING

The Big Timberworks staff are passionate craftsmen, 
incorporating creative design with utmost functionality. 
The majority of their framing projects incorporate 
reclaimed timber as both a sustainable, beautiful and 
practical option.

Adams began making use of used timbers in the 1990s, well 
before the reclaimed wood craze hit the United States. “He 
was always looking at ways to reuse something,” Hart said.

Much of the wood Big Timberworks uses today was 
salvaged from big structures that were built in the ’40s, 

when steel was being used in the war. From tobacco barns and old 
bridges, to shipyards and army installations, the frames breathe dusty 
memories of a bygone age.

“The beauty in that wood is it’s a really high-quality fiber because a 
large majority of it was cut out of old-growth forests,” he said, adding 
that the used wood is also already seasoned and at its equilibrium 
moisture content—a 12-inch square of green Douglas fir could shrink 
¾ of an inch as it dries. 

“That can be devastating to a building that’s built with green timber,” 
he said.

THE SAWMILL

Another part of Big Timberworks’ reclaimed wood service, their 
sawmill affords the ability to remanufacture wood. Whether a 
customer has their own material or has an end product in mind, Big 
Timberworks is able to take planks that have served one purpose 
already and breathe in new life, creating shiplap siding, wall or ceiling 
paneling, tongue and groove flooring, or resized planks.

Additional machinery can put the finishing touches on any wood, 
creating a smooth or rough surface, correcting for any warp, or drying 
out the boards further to ensure they are fully seasoned and ready for 
interior use.

METALWORK

As Big Timberworks gained traction as a timber-frame contractor, the 
team began to look to the horizon. Frequently needing metal braces to 
support the oft large wooden timbers, 20 years ago they determined 
to make their own. Today, the Big Timberworks staff crafts their own 
structural metalwork and also offers custom stand-alone projects as 
well, including forged and patina’d products. 

Carrying on Adams’ spirit of reuse, Big Timberworks has relations 
with local suppliers who provide an array of metal objects ripe for 
upcycle. Hart says some of their metal scrap staples are sorting 
screens from gravel yards or plow disks off old farm equipment. With 
these two items, they can make fireplace fronts and doors, custom 
lighting, railing systems, cabinetry panels and more. They even do 
metal signage.

FINE WOOD PRODUCTS

Experts in designing and creating the very basis of a home with the 
timber frame, Big Timberworks also specializes in crafting those 
personal touches that make a home unique. With their furniture 
concepts, the Big Timberworks craftsmen boast there’s no limit. 
They offer products on the floor in the showroom, as well as a deep 
inventory of raw materials.

From one-of-a-kind entryway doors, to fully customized reclaimed 
beds and exquisite live-edge tables, these pieces incorporate your 
design style and needs in order to best reflect in your home. They also 
give you as the homeowner something you can connect with.

“It is very important to us that our clients have all the input they 
want to have on their projects, to ensure we deliver exactly what they 
have envisioned their project to be,” Hart said. “It is very rewarding 
to see their face when they see that completed project they have been 
dreaming of, sometimes for years.” 

Visit bigtimberworks.com or call (406) 763-4639 for more 
information.
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Tom Michener, an early resident in Gallatin Basin, 
predicted this area’s economic value more than 
100 years ago. “The Gallatin Basin …is destined 
someday to become one of the main wealth producing 
parts of the county,” Michener wrote in a Seattle 
magazine in 1908. He further advertised the canyon’s 
prospecting potential: “the most important part … is 
its undeveloped
mineral resources.”1

Michener was part visionary, part booster, part 
speculator. A cattle rancher and a prospector, 
Michener was one of the area’s first dude ranch 
operators, capitalizing on tourist traffic to Yellowstone 
National Park. An early developer, he supported a 
railroad through the Gallatin Canyon and a road 
from Black Butte to Gardiner.

Valuing education, he recruited his cousin, Kate 
Cope, in 1908 to teach school in his sister-in- 
law’s cabin. Once the Ophir School District was 
recognized by the state in 1912, Michener served 
on the school board that rehired Cope in 1914. Like 
most Basin residents, Michener worked many jobs to 
eke a living out of the wilderness. Often the residents 
collaborated for success. Michener, Pete Karst, 
and Sam Wilson (first owner of the Buffalo Horn Ranch – now the 320) 
formed a consortium to establish client rates, charging weekly fees of $12 for 
accommodations and $6 a saddle horse.
In The Coast, Michener touted a local mining collaboration: “A. F. Crail…
with others located what they believe to be a rich deposit of tungsten ore 
on Deer Creek.” U.S. Census data show few residents reporting mining as 
their occupations, yet nearly everyone was involved in prospecting. Andrew 
Levinski filed the first Basin claim in 1886. Michener recorded his first in 
1892. Pete Karst discovered asbestos in 1908. Lew Bart started the Apex 
Mining Company.

Claims north of the West Fork were worked by Emmett Crail, 
Cliff Umdahl (Crail boarder and ranch hand), Karst 
and others. Then in 1910, gold was found 
in the Gallatin. Vacant claims from the Park 
border to the West Fork were staked, the most 
promising claims near the West Fork.2

Although the Gallatin and its tributaries failed to 
offer up the motherlode, mining here is the stuff 
of “colorful” stories. Prospecting and personalities 
overtook production. That is when the “good 
spirit” and collaboration of Basin disintegrated. Dr. 
Caroline McGill, owner of the 320 Ranch, captured 
many of these stories when she gathered locals’ 
memoirs. Lester Piersdorff, in his letter to McGill, said 
“Mining has been carried on since 1893. Some of it 
honest, but most of it wildcat.”3

Michener established the West Fork Mining 
Company, owned by Hercules Dredging Company 
and Eureka Improvement Company of Spokane and 
Seattle. Stocks were sold. But then a 1916 report 
from the Spokane company’s survey contained one 
sentence that “might have saved thecanyon from 
becoming a wasteland of gravel banks – ‘the gold is so 
finely divided that some of it floats through the riffles 
of the sluices’.”4 The placer mines and stocks yielded 
little. “The mining wars”5 began.

According to Piersdorff, investors felt duped. 
Some threatened charges of fraud and maneuvered 
to reclaim investments. Piersdorff believed that 
Michener’s true intent involved land speculation to 
force the railroad to purchase the property for tracks 
through the Canyon to the Park.
Piersdorff ’s allegations might be corroborated by 
Margaret Michener Kelly, who wrote Dr. McGill 
about her father in May 1940, “he always planned 
for a railroad… and when the Milwaukee came 
to Salesville, he was so sure that in a few years it 
would… come up the Canyon.”

The speculative bubble burst, though, after claim 
jumping resulted in two murders. Levinski owned claims up the Middle 
Fork onto Lone Mountain. In January 1917, Michener employees, Gladstone 
Stevens and George Miller, re-posted Levinski’s unworked claims and mines 
with lapsed registrations. As permitted then by law, they returned 30 days 
later to assume “their”
claims. After an intense gunfight at Levinski’s mountain copper claim, 
Levinski traveled to Karsts to call his lawyer but left the bodies where they 
fell. Levinski was acquitted based on extensive bullet damage to his cabin 
showing the “good deal of ammunition in their efforts to 
‘get’ him.”6 Levinski disappeared sometime after 

the acquittal.

In this small community, folks took 
sides. Some connected Michener with 
Levinski’s disappearance. But Rhesis 
Fransham, the first Gallatin Forest 

Ranger, maintained he saw Levinski 
board a train 

MICHENER AND MINING:
"There's [not so much] Gold in Them Thar Hills"

BY ANNE MARIE MISTRETTA, HISTORIC CRAIL RANCH CONSERVATORS, CHAIR
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crailranch.org

Experience Big Sky History

VISIT ORIGINAL SETTLERS’ HOMESTEAD & MUSEUM
Open for free guided tours, Saturdays & Sundays 
June through September

SELF-GUIDED WALKING TOUR during daylight hours all year 
HEIRLOOM GARDEN throughout the summer

Big Sky Meadow Village
2110 Spotted Elk Road
Across from the Community Park

MUSEUM ANNEX with year ‘round exhibits in the Visitor Center
at the corner of Lone Mountain Trail & US 191

for special events and historical publications 
crailranch.org

out of town. This bloodshed fascinated people for decades, spawning research 
and interviews well into the 1970s.7

Michener didn’t live to see his visionary predictions become reality. He left 
the area shortly after Levinski, further fueling speculation about Levinski’s 
departure. Michener headed to New Mexico for oil exploration, only to die a 
year later.

Ironically, it was another Michener who profited from the mines. Dorothy 
Michener and husband Joe Vick returned in the 1930s, reclaiming the 
Michener homestead and businesses. Mining didn’t produce much. Their 
profits resulted from tourists’ panning for gold.

Michener’s daughter analyzed, “My father was always misjudged in the 
canyon. He had visions of opening the canyon to bigger things. He was…very 
determined and consequently made enemies easily. He always had ideas . . . 
that would help everyone, but he tried to do too many things and on too large 
a scale. As I see it, he should have stuck to the dude business…”

As Michener predicted, the area has become an economic engine - but 
not only for the Gallatin County -- also for the entire state. Michener had 
foreseen the value of tourism, but he never envisioned that real estate and ski 
resorts would dominate the economic landscape.

1 Michener, Thomas.  ( June 1908).  South end of Gallatin County.  The Coast, Vol. 15 No. 6, 431-433.
2 Mining Science.  ( June 1911). Vol. LXIII, 604.
3 Letter written by Lester Pierstorff to Dr. C. McGill, August 1939.
4 Roemhild, George, (September 13, 1970).  Mystery surrounds some gold mining work in Gallatin Canyon.  Bozeman 
Chronicle, p. 19
5 Letter written by Margaret Michener Kelly to Dr. C. McGill, May 6, 1940.
6 Old man who killed two claim jumpers in gun fight is missing; where is he?” (February 12, 1920). Three Forks News.
7 Burlingame, Merrill.  ( July 1, 1971). A note on the Levenski [sic] case.

PHOTOS:

Opposite: Prospectors with claims on the Gallatin. Emmett Crail on the right. Billy 
Lyttle on the left. Lyttle, a homesteader in Porcupine, married Pearl Lockhart, Tom 
Michener’s wife’s sister. Photo credit:  Historic Crail Ranch Homestead Museum 
Archives

Opposite bottom: Items located in the Historic Crail Ranch Homestead Museum 
archives. Gallatin Canyon prospectors sent off their ores to Denver, Colorado for 
assaying.

Above: Michener’s youngest daughter, Dorothy, and husband Joe Vick operated a 
tourist attraction in the Gallatin Canyon. Photo credit:  The Gallatin History Museum
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For more than 65 years, Stockman Bank has been serving 
Montana with the best in banking services, helping 
Montanans manage their money, achieve their financial 
goals and realize their dreams.  As the largest family owned, 
privately held, community bank in Montana, we remain 
committed to traditional, western values and homegrown 
community service.

OUR STORY
The history of Stockman Bank began long before our founder, 
Bill Nefsy, purchased controlling interest in the Miles City 
Bank in 1953. Bill’s vision to serve the agricultural producers 
and local business people in his eastern Montana community 
was seeded in his childhood, working on his uncles’ ranch in 
northeast Wyoming, and learning the value of working hard 
from sun-up to sun-down.

Bill purchased a small cattle ranch south of Miles City in 
the late 1930s. Over time, he was able to add to his ranch 
holdings by purchasing other ranch operations that had fallen 
into disrepair during the Great Depression, and nursing 
them back to productivity. When Bill began looking to get 

an operating loan for his 
growing ranch, he was 
turned away by the banks 
with the explanation, “We 
don’t do Ag loans.”

In 1953, when an 
opportunity to purchase 
controlling interest in 
the Miles City Bank 
presented itself to Bill, 
he took the chance and 
began building a banking 
organization that would 
serve the needs of the 
entire community, 
including local business 
people, farmers, ranchers 
and families.

Bill never viewed himself 
as a banker, but as 
an entrepreneur and 
consumer of financial 
services. This unique 
outlook quickly set 

him apart from his competitors as he made it his mission to 
serve honest, hard-working Montanans of every walk of life, 
throughout Montana. 
Bill’s philosophy, determination, and traditional values, 
continue to guide Stockman Bank today.

COMMITMENT TO THE GALLATIN VALLEY
Stockman has four locations in the Gallatin Valley; two in 
Bozeman, one in Belgrade and one in Manhattan. We are 
committed to this place we call home, putting our customers 
and the Gallatin Valley community at the center of all we do.  

At Stockman, you can expect local decisions from people 
who live and work right here; products, services and digital 
banking tools allowing you to bank when, where and how you 
want; strength and expertise in all areas of financial services, 
delivered by reliable, dedicated people who are committed to 
you and your financial success. 

Stockman Bank. Montana’s Brand of Banking.  Learn more 
about us at stockmanbank.com. 

STOCKMAN BANK
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GROWN LOCAL
Montana’s Brand of Banking

Stockman Bank opened its doors over 65 years ago 
with a vision to help the people, businesses and 
communities of Montana realize their dreams. Today, 
we continue to fulfill this promise with products, 
services and a local banking experience uniquely 
designed for Montanans. Discover Montana grown. 

Member FDIC  |  Equal Housing Lender
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For the last several years, the Granite County Historical Society has been 
erecting a stamp mill on the east end of Broadway, at the old James Stuart 
or Hope mill site. The stamp mill, which was moved in pieces from the 
Royal Gold Mine near Princeton, is intended to be the centerpiece of a 
historical park with exhibits explaining Philipsburg’s mining heritage.

A stamp mill is an ore processing plant 
that uses pistons (the stamps) lifted by a 
camshaft and then falling on the rock to 
break it up and liberate the valuable minerals, 
such as native gold or silver sulfide, from the 
worthless material, such as quartz. Various 
mechanical and chemical processes are then 
used to concentrate the valuable minerals 
into a saleable form. If this description seems 
obscure it would be best to see the stamps 
actually working in one of the demonstrations 
planned by GCHS… yes, unlike many other 
stamp mill exhibits, this one is operational!

In the 19TH century there were at least 
290 stamps pounding away day and night 
on the silver ores of the Philipsburg district. 
However, beginning about 100 years ago, 
miners replaced stamps with more efficient 
rotating grinders (like ball mills) and the old banks of stamps have 
become rare.

When members of GCHS conceived the idea of a historical park, the 
Antonioli family stepped forward to provide a site, and Dave Harris and 
Paul Antonioli stepped forward to provide stamps and other equipment 
from their Royal Gold Mine east of Maxville. Many were involved in 
fetching the equipment, cleaning up the site, putting in foundations, 
erecting the battery, and making the whole thing functional, with Dave 
Harris guiding the process along with the steady assistance of Jim 
Waldbillig. Larry Hoffman spearheaded the transport of the equipment 
and the initial engineering of the foundation, while Phil Richardson and 
Bill Antonioli provided technical assistance in the tricky process of making 
the parts work together in the new installation.

The site chosen to host the mill has a rich history directly involving 
the development of the Flint Creek Mining District. A century and a 
half ago, in the summer of 1867, the town of Philipsburg sprang up, 
practically overnight, as a construction boomtown – housing, feeding and 

entertaining a workforce of hundreds of men who were building the first 
silver mill in Montana, immediately east of our modern stamp mill exhibit.

If we took a trip in a time machine to check this out, we would be 
impressed at how familiar Philipsburg looks, with businesses in restored 

buildings all along Broadway, and residential side 
streets named, as they are today, after the streets of 
San Francisco—the Superintendent’s home town.

Following Camp Creek a little ways west, we come 
to the dairy farm and washeteria of Kate Perry, the 
town’s only woman resident, who is accumulating 
a small fortune washing miners’ shirts and selling 
them milk. Let’s let Kate speak for herself, from 
a letter she wrote years later, recounting her 
experiences as a pioneer.

“Now mind there was not another woman in 
the camp or within twenty miles of me. When I 
relate this story here now they ask me, “Were you 
not afraid of the men?” No indeed, God Bless the 
miners, a better class of men never lived.”

Near the east end of Broadway we meet one of the 
best regarded of these miners - Hector Horton, who 

staked the first claim in the district. The front door of Horton’s cabin faces 
up the gulch, straight toward a small prospect a few hundred feet away, the 
Cordova lode, that he discovered in the Summer of 1865. Looking east up 
Camp Creek, Horton points out the claim of his friend William Graham, 
atop the big spring that would eventually serve as the water supply for the 
town brewery. Smart guy!

Now, our attention is drawn to the impressive stone structure under 
construction about half way between Horton’s cabin and Graham’s spring. 
This is the mill of the St. Louis and Montana Mining Company, designed 
and laid out (like the town itself, according to Kate Perry) by the famed 
German mining engineer Philipp Deidesheimer. The overall supervision is 
provided by a company director, James Stuart, a man of great energy and 
drive, and the man for whom the mill is named. Assisting Deidesheimer 
is a large crew of mining and construction professionals, laborers, loggers, 
carpenters, stone masons, machinists, and teamsters.

For a description, we turn to the Report of mining engineer Rossiter 
Raymond to Congress for 1869.

Reviving Philipsburg’s 
Stamp Mill Tradition

The James Stuart mill 
at Phillipsburg, built 
in 1867 for silver ores, 
is a stone building; 
engine, 50 horse-
power; boilers, 40-inch 
diameter and 20 feet 
long; runs ten stamps, 
650 pounds each; six 
Wheeler pans, 4 feet 
in diameter, and three 
concentrators, 8 feet 
in diameter; stamps 
and pans are geared to 
make from 60 to 75 
drops and revolutions 
per minute. Capacity 
from 12 to 15 tons per 
twenty-four 

hours, according to quality of ore. It has crushed about 1,000 
tons of quartz in all, which yielded about $100,000. The rock 
worked was principally croppings and ore taken from near 
the surface. The mill is now idle, awaiting repairs of crank 
and cylinder. It cost, all told, about $75,000, currency, and is 
considered the best mill in the Territory. It is situated in Flint 
Creek district, which first became generally known in the 
winter of 1866.

Many components of the mill, including 10 stamp heads, 
2 battery boxes, flywheel, and a 12x24 steam engine, were 
shipped by boat from the Marshall foundry in St. Louis to Fort 
Benton in April of 1866.  Pans and settlers were purchased 
from the Miner’s Foundry in San Francisco. The original plan 
was to set up a mill at the Argenta silver district near Dillon, 
but the equipment was diverted to Flint Creek early in 1867.  A later 
description by W.H. Emmons for the US Geological Survey says that a 
Blake jaw crusher was installed ahead of the stamps, and that a “mixing 
floor”, where mercury, salt, and copper sulfate were mixed with the ore, 
was present between the settlers and the pans.

Perhaps it was a good omen of things to come that when it came time 
to name their town along Camp Creek. “…The name of Phillipsburgh 
was unanimously adopted by the miners, Philip being the Christian 
name of Mr. Deidesheimer, principal Superintendent of the St. Louis 

and Montana Mining Co., a gentleman whose urbanity of manners and 
scientific attainments have won the respect and good will of everybody. 
Phillipsburgh, Flint Creek District, June 22, 1867.” They had good reason 
to be proud of their work and their boss, as the mill they built together 
ran with only small modifications to Deidesheimer’s original design for 
the next 40 years, even during the silver crash of 1893, and was a mainstay 
of the local economy.

Given its pioneering nature and the difficulty  of getting equipment from 
San Francisco and St. Louis onto the site, it should not be surprising that 
there were cost overruns. Surviving correspondence relates complaints 
by James Stuart that Deidesheimer spent too freely and paid the crew 
building the mill far too much, and before 1867 ended, Deidesheimer 
had been forced out as Superintendent. Stuart’s subsequent mistakes in 
managing the mill led to financial disaster.  The St. Louis and Montana 
Mining Company disappeared, the creditors took over, and a new 
company called the Hope Mining Company would carry on. The 
renamed “Hope mill” would provide returns totaling many times the 

initial expense. But the greatest stroke of fortune for the Hope’s investors 
was when their mill Superintendent, Charles D. McLure, brought them 
in on the ground floor when he developed the great bonanzas of the 
Granite and Bimetallic mines. These mines paid off beyond their wildest 
dreams, and amply justified the new name–Hope –that they had chosen 
for their mill and their enterprise.

Images, clockwise from top right: Restored battery stamp, Mill equipment drawing, James 
Stuart, Royal Mill stamp, Hope Mill, Mill stamp, Philipp Deidesheimer.



MONTANA HISTORIAN 2019           1952     Montana Historian

For the last several years, the Granite County Historical Society has been 
erecting a stamp mill on the east end of Broadway, at the old James Stuart 
or Hope mill site. The stamp mill, which was moved in pieces from the 
Royal Gold Mine near Princeton, is intended to be the centerpiece of a 
historical park with exhibits explaining Philipsburg’s mining heritage.

A stamp mill is an ore processing plant 
that uses pistons (the stamps) lifted by a 
camshaft and then falling on the rock to 
break it up and liberate the valuable minerals, 
such as native gold or silver sulfide, from the 
worthless material, such as quartz. Various 
mechanical and chemical processes are then 
used to concentrate the valuable minerals 
into a saleable form. If this description seems 
obscure it would be best to see the stamps 
actually working in one of the demonstrations 
planned by GCHS… yes, unlike many other 
stamp mill exhibits, this one is operational!

In the 19TH century there were at least 
290 stamps pounding away day and night 
on the silver ores of the Philipsburg district. 
However, beginning about 100 years ago, 
miners replaced stamps with more efficient 
rotating grinders (like ball mills) and the old banks of stamps have 
become rare.

When members of GCHS conceived the idea of a historical park, the 
Antonioli family stepped forward to provide a site, and Dave Harris and 
Paul Antonioli stepped forward to provide stamps and other equipment 
from their Royal Gold Mine east of Maxville. Many were involved in 
fetching the equipment, cleaning up the site, putting in foundations, 
erecting the battery, and making the whole thing functional, with Dave 
Harris guiding the process along with the steady assistance of Jim 
Waldbillig. Larry Hoffman spearheaded the transport of the equipment 
and the initial engineering of the foundation, while Phil Richardson and 
Bill Antonioli provided technical assistance in the tricky process of making 
the parts work together in the new installation.

The site chosen to host the mill has a rich history directly involving 
the development of the Flint Creek Mining District. A century and a 
half ago, in the summer of 1867, the town of Philipsburg sprang up, 
practically overnight, as a construction boomtown – housing, feeding and 

entertaining a workforce of hundreds of men who were building the first 
silver mill in Montana, immediately east of our modern stamp mill exhibit.

If we took a trip in a time machine to check this out, we would be 
impressed at how familiar Philipsburg looks, with businesses in restored 

buildings all along Broadway, and residential side 
streets named, as they are today, after the streets of 
San Francisco—the Superintendent’s home town.

Following Camp Creek a little ways west, we come 
to the dairy farm and washeteria of Kate Perry, the 
town’s only woman resident, who is accumulating 
a small fortune washing miners’ shirts and selling 
them milk. Let’s let Kate speak for herself, from 
a letter she wrote years later, recounting her 
experiences as a pioneer.

“Now mind there was not another woman in 
the camp or within twenty miles of me. When I 
relate this story here now they ask me, “Were you 
not afraid of the men?” No indeed, God Bless the 
miners, a better class of men never lived.”

Near the east end of Broadway we meet one of the 
best regarded of these miners - Hector Horton, who 

staked the first claim in the district. The front door of Horton’s cabin faces 
up the gulch, straight toward a small prospect a few hundred feet away, the 
Cordova lode, that he discovered in the Summer of 1865. Looking east up 
Camp Creek, Horton points out the claim of his friend William Graham, 
atop the big spring that would eventually serve as the water supply for the 
town brewery. Smart guy!

Now, our attention is drawn to the impressive stone structure under 
construction about half way between Horton’s cabin and Graham’s spring. 
This is the mill of the St. Louis and Montana Mining Company, designed 
and laid out (like the town itself, according to Kate Perry) by the famed 
German mining engineer Philipp Deidesheimer. The overall supervision is 
provided by a company director, James Stuart, a man of great energy and 
drive, and the man for whom the mill is named. Assisting Deidesheimer 
is a large crew of mining and construction professionals, laborers, loggers, 
carpenters, stone masons, machinists, and teamsters.

For a description, we turn to the Report of mining engineer Rossiter 
Raymond to Congress for 1869.

Reviving Philipsburg’s 
Stamp Mill Tradition

The James Stuart mill 
at Phillipsburg, built 
in 1867 for silver ores, 
is a stone building; 
engine, 50 horse-
power; boilers, 40-inch 
diameter and 20 feet 
long; runs ten stamps, 
650 pounds each; six 
Wheeler pans, 4 feet 
in diameter, and three 
concentrators, 8 feet 
in diameter; stamps 
and pans are geared to 
make from 60 to 75 
drops and revolutions 
per minute. Capacity 
from 12 to 15 tons per 
twenty-four 

hours, according to quality of ore. It has crushed about 1,000 
tons of quartz in all, which yielded about $100,000. The rock 
worked was principally croppings and ore taken from near 
the surface. The mill is now idle, awaiting repairs of crank 
and cylinder. It cost, all told, about $75,000, currency, and is 
considered the best mill in the Territory. It is situated in Flint 
Creek district, which first became generally known in the 
winter of 1866.

Many components of the mill, including 10 stamp heads, 
2 battery boxes, flywheel, and a 12x24 steam engine, were 
shipped by boat from the Marshall foundry in St. Louis to Fort 
Benton in April of 1866.  Pans and settlers were purchased 
from the Miner’s Foundry in San Francisco. The original plan 
was to set up a mill at the Argenta silver district near Dillon, 
but the equipment was diverted to Flint Creek early in 1867.  A later 
description by W.H. Emmons for the US Geological Survey says that a 
Blake jaw crusher was installed ahead of the stamps, and that a “mixing 
floor”, where mercury, salt, and copper sulfate were mixed with the ore, 
was present between the settlers and the pans.

Perhaps it was a good omen of things to come that when it came time 
to name their town along Camp Creek. “…The name of Phillipsburgh 
was unanimously adopted by the miners, Philip being the Christian 
name of Mr. Deidesheimer, principal Superintendent of the St. Louis 

and Montana Mining Co., a gentleman whose urbanity of manners and 
scientific attainments have won the respect and good will of everybody. 
Phillipsburgh, Flint Creek District, June 22, 1867.” They had good reason 
to be proud of their work and their boss, as the mill they built together 
ran with only small modifications to Deidesheimer’s original design for 
the next 40 years, even during the silver crash of 1893, and was a mainstay 
of the local economy.

Given its pioneering nature and the difficulty  of getting equipment from 
San Francisco and St. Louis onto the site, it should not be surprising that 
there were cost overruns. Surviving correspondence relates complaints 
by James Stuart that Deidesheimer spent too freely and paid the crew 
building the mill far too much, and before 1867 ended, Deidesheimer 
had been forced out as Superintendent. Stuart’s subsequent mistakes in 
managing the mill led to financial disaster.  The St. Louis and Montana 
Mining Company disappeared, the creditors took over, and a new 
company called the Hope Mining Company would carry on. The 
renamed “Hope mill” would provide returns totaling many times the 

initial expense. But the greatest stroke of fortune for the Hope’s investors 
was when their mill Superintendent, Charles D. McLure, brought them 
in on the ground floor when he developed the great bonanzas of the 
Granite and Bimetallic mines. These mines paid off beyond their wildest 
dreams, and amply justified the new name–Hope –that they had chosen 
for their mill and their enterprise.

Images, clockwise from top right: Restored battery stamp, Mill equipment drawing, James 
Stuart, Royal Mill stamp, Hope Mill, Mill stamp, Philipp Deidesheimer.



20           MONTANA HISTORIAN 2019



MONTANA HISTORIAN 2019           21

Montana Camp Antiques, located 1 mile west of the Bozeman Yellowstone International Airport, is a 10,000-square-
foot showroom with a seemingly endless array of novelties, furniture, gifts, and more. The shop sits along the railroad 
tracks in Belgrade’s sleepy downtown strip, which still breathes the stories of a town built for agriculture and the iron 
horse.

Owner Debi Moro and sister Jackie Erickson, formerly of the Antique Market, have been in the business over 20 years. 
Jackie’s eye for design gives the store a unique feel, and passing from the Yellowstone room, by the western and cabin 
rooms, to the Victorian and country rooms, is nothing short of a museum experience. The age-old whistle of a train 
rumbling by is simply icing on the cake.

For Debbie, one of the joys of the business is rooted in history. “We especially like old Montana items,” she said. 
“Objects owned by various groups of people from the past shed a light on our history, and show how fast times change.”

Montana Camp carries both old and new items, and offers goods from over 30 vendors. The sheer variety in both price 
point and in physical collection is sure to mean there is something for everyone.

MONTANA CAMP ANTIQUES
BY JESSIANNE CASTLE

Located 1 Mile West of Bozeman Yellowstone Airport on Main Street Belgrade.
Open Mon.-Sat. 10-5  • 26 East Main Street • Belgrade, Montana 59714  • 406-388-0722

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Montana Camp 
ANTIQUES & GIFTS
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In April 2019, The 
Extreme History Project 
settled into a new 
office space located in 
a historic house at 234 
E. Mendenhall St. in 
Bozeman. This is no 
ordinary house however; 
it has a colorful history 
that makes it a perfect fit 
for an organization that 
seeks to make history 
more fun and accessible, 
while also uncovering 
the stories of those who 
have been historically 
silenced. Though owned 
by members of Bozeman’s 
elite in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries, this 
house was occupied by 
Bozeman’s prostitutes.
 
Bozeman’s historic red-light district was bound on the north by 
East Mendenhall Street, on the south by an alley, on the west by 
Bozeman Avenue, and on the east by Rouse Avenue. The first 
houses of prostitution opened there in the 1870s, and by the 
1880s, this small block had become a defined “restricted district” 
for vice, boasting nine houses of prostitution at its height in the 
early 20th century. As in many other western towns, Bozeman’s 
Chinese population also settled in the district, occupying the 
western end of the block along what came to be known as “China 
Alley.” 
 
By the mid-1880s, Bozeman’s well-established and thriving 
red-light district had captured the attention of early settler, 
businessman and wealthy citizen Joseph Lindley. Lindley had 
arrived in the Gallatin Valley in 1864 after suffering injury in the 
Civil War. In the valley, he farmed and freighted goods to and 
from Fort Benton and later started a cattle ranching operation 
along the Shields River. In 1882, Lindley settled in Bozeman 
where he sold insurance and made loans and invested in real 
estate. 

After serving as the administrator of their estates, Lindley 
purchased the properties of at least two of Bozeman’s madams. 
It is in this way Lindley came to acquire the property at what 
is now 234 E. Mendenhall St. in 1884, after previous owner 
Frankie Buttner took her own life by drug overdose. At this time, 
two small log cabins were located on the property.
 
In 1891 Lindley decided to improve the property he had 
purchased seven years earlier by tearing down the two log cabins 
and replacing them with a large brick house. Lindley had every 

intent for the new house 
to be a brothel, and the 
whole town knew it. A 
group of social reformers 
who vehemently opposed 
Lindley’s plan to build 
a house of ill-repute on 
the property voiced their 
opinions in a letter in 
Bozeman’s New Issue, a 
prohibition newspaper. 
The article was later 
reprinted in the Anaconda 
Standard.

The article reported, “It 
has been an open secret 
for some weeks that J.M. 
Lindley was building a 
large brick house right in 
the heart of the city to rent 
to prostitutes … As the 
house neared completion 

some of the good citizens in that neighborhood got up a petition 
praying the council to interfere in their behalf against what that 
body had declared a nuisance … What will be done yet remains 
to be seen, but we most sincerely hope that the lewd element will 
not run the city.” 

Lindley seemingly disregarded the protests; when the house was 
finished in September, it was indeed occupied by prostitutes. 
 
Meanwhile, Lindley had mortgaged the property to another 
Bozeman businessman, Nelson Story, for $5,000. Lindley, 
however, neglected to make mortgage payments. Nelson Story’s 
son later recalled that “Joe used to go down the line to collect 
rent, but instead of collecting, the sirens would ply him with 
ambrosia, braid ribbons in his whiskers, get him stinko and 
before he could get any money he’d owe them more than they 
owed him.” 

Fed up with Lindley’s obstinance, Story sued Lindley in the 
Gallatin County District Court in 1897. When Lindley failed 
to respond to a summons, the court ruled in Story’s favor and 
Story foreclosed on Lindley’s mortgage and took possession of 
Lindley’s house of ill-repute. Nelson Story and his wife, Ellen, 
then owned the brothel until 1900 when they gifted it to their 
son Nelson “Bud” Story, Jr. Bud owned the brothel until he 
became interested in politics and figured owning a house of 
prostitution would not bode well for his reputation. He sold it to 
Pauline Oakes in 1913.
 
During the time that Lindley and the Storys owned the house, 
they rented it to a prostitute named Libbie Hayes. Libbie was 

A HOUSE WITH A COLORFUL HISTORY: 
234 E. MENDENHALL

BY CRYSTAL ALEGRIA AND CHERYL HENDRY

A recent image of 234 E. Mendenhall, a house of reputed colorful history. 
Photo by Julia Strehlau Jacobs.
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The Extreme History Project brings history to the public in fun, engaging, and 
relevant ways through historic walking tours, a lecture series at the Museum 
of the Rockies, and other historical programming. 

www.extremehistoryproject .org

THE EXTREME HISTORY PROJECT
Unearthing the Past at the Crossroads of Cultures

born in Lexington, Kentucky, in 1872. She and two 
of her sisters, Mattie and Hattie, somehow made 
their way to Bozeman and were all living and 
working in the red-light district by 1898. By 
1900, the federal census listed her as the head 
of the household in what is now 234 East 
Mendenhall (at the time the address was 18 
East Mendenhall). 

Libbie rented this house for over a decade. 
In 1912 Libbie had raised enough money to 
purchase her own house and she moved out of 
the house at 234. Tragically, within the year, she 
died from uterine cancer at the young age of 34. 
 
Reformers in Bozeman made many attempts in 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries to shut 
down the red-light district. In fact, the very 
year that Lindley built his house, the Bozeman 
City Council passed Ordinance No. 85 “for the 
suppression of houses of prostitution and for 
the punishment of prostitutes in the City of 
Bozeman.” 

At the turn of the century, Bozeman’s women’s groups more 
forcefully pushed to shut down the district altogether. Despite 
these attempts, the district did not completely shut down until 
1918. However, prostitution did not go away; it just went 
underground into bars, saloons and assignation houses. By the 
1920s, the house at 234 East Mendenhall had transitioned into a 

traditional boarding house and later apartments. 
 

Many changes were made to the house in the 
mid-20th century. The original brick was covered 
in stucco by the 1940s. Contractors enclosed 
the porch in the 1980s and installed exposed 
wooden beams in the first-floor interior. We 
are still working to uncover the house’s original 
floor plan. Though the physical structure has 
changed, this house is one of only two buildings 
that still stand as testament to Bozeman’s 
historic red-light district and to the memory of 

the women who worked there. 

The Extreme History Project invites you to visit 
us at 234 E. Mendenhall St. and learn more about 

this house and its place in the greater red-light 
district.

In compiling this history, we relied on the 
following sources: Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 
Gallatin County Deeds, Probate Records for 

Frankie Buttner and Libbie Hayes, John Russell’s Treasure State 
Tycoon: Nelson Story and the Making of Montana (especially p. 
232-233) and personal correspondence with Joby Sabal, Norma 
Ardsson and Ted Koterwas, of Bozeman, Montana.

Crystal Alegria is the director and co-founder of The Extreme History Project. 
Cheryl Hendry is an instructor at the Gallatin College and is the program 
assistant for the Extreme History Project.

Joseph Lindley
 Photo courtesy of the 

Extreme History Project
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BOZEMAN’S FINEST

PET CARE FACILITY
WITH A GREAT AND CARING STAFF

Gallatin Veterinary Hospital (GVH) provides cutting edge 
technology and professional service given with compassion, courtesy 
and respect. Pets are members of your family; we treat them like 
members of ours.

Accredited by the American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA) 
since 2009, GVH was the first hospital in Bozeman to earn this 
distinction, which is awarded to only 12-15% of the veterinary 
hospitals in the United States and Canada. AAHA evaluates over 
900 of the highest quality standards available in veterinary medicine, 
including: anesthesia, client service, contagious disease, continuing 
education, dentistry, diagnostic imaging, emergency and critical 
care, examination facilities, housekeeping and maintenance, human 
resources, laboratory, leadership, medical records, pain management, 
patient care, pharmacy, referral standards, safety and surgery to ensure 
the best care for your pet. A significant continuing commitment in 

providing the best possible care for you and your four-legged family 
members, AAHA accreditation is a huge undertaking, but at GVH 
we believe it makes us stronger.

SERVICES

Computed Tomography (CT)
We are excited to bring the newest and best technology in advanced 
3D imaging to GVH. We are the first veterinary hospital in the state 
of Montana to install the NewTom 5G Vet Cone Beam CT.
The technology is so advanced, that many of these machines are 
placed in universities, such as The University of California at Davis, 
or in larger cities.

Why is this important? Cone beam technology allows equal and, in 
some cases, better image quality when compared to traditional CT 
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Gallatin Veterinary Hospital (GVH) provides cutting 
edge technology and professional service given with 
compassion, courtesy and respect. Pets are members 
of your family; we treat them like members of ours.

Accredited by the American Animal Hospital 
Association (AAHA) since 2009, GVH was the first 
hospital in Bozeman to earn this distinction, which 
is awarded to only 12% of the veterinary hospitals 
in the United States and Canada. AAHA evaluates 
over 900 of the highest quality standards available 
in veterinary medicine, including: anesthesia, client 
service, contagious disease, continuing education, 

dentistry, diagnostic imaging, emergency and 
critical care, examination facilities, housekeeping 
and maintenance, human resources, laboratory, 
leadership, medical records, pain management, 
patient care, pharmacy, referral standards, safety 
and surgery to ensure the best care for your pet. A 
significant continuing commitment in providing 
the best possible care for you and your four-legged 
family members, AAHA accreditation is a huge 
undertaking, but at GVH we believe it makes 
us stronger.

Services
Computer Tomography (CT) 
We are excited to bring the newest and best 
technology in advanced 3D imaging to GVH. We are 
the first veterinary hospital in the state of Montana 
to install the NewTom 5G Vet Cone Beam CT. 
The technology is so advanced, that many of these 
machines are placed in universities, such as The 
University of California at Davis, or in larger cities.  

Why is this important? Cone beam technology 
allows equal and, in some cases, better image quality 
when compared to traditional CT scans. It exposes 

“Pets are members of your family and we 

             treat them like they are members of ours.”

our patients to less radiation and is completed 
in a fraction of the time, which means less time 
under anesthesia. All of our scans can be read by a 
radiologist that specializes in computer tomography 
and results are usually available within 24 hours. 
More information, quicker scans and less anesthesia 
is a win for our patients.

Montana Veterinary Surgical Service (MVSS)  
MVSS is Montana’s most skilled and experienced 
small animal surgery referral service. Dr. Mark 
Albrecht is the only small animal residency trained 
surgeon in Montana. He is one of the first 50 
surgeons in the world to be trained by Dr. Slocum to 
do Tibial Plateau Leveling Osteotomies (TPLO) and 
the first person in Montana to offer TPLO surgeries. 
In addition, GVH was a beta test site for the Canine 
Unicompartmental Elbow Procedure (CUE) – a 
revolutionary treatment for elbow dysplasia. The 
results of that testing are in publication and show this 
procedure to significantly help patients with elbow 
arthritis. In fact, Dr. Albrecht has now preformed 
this procedure on two of his own Labradors. Dr. 
Albrecht is a member of the Veterinary Arthroscopy 
Arthrology Advancement society, or VA3, making 
him a recognized world leader in veterinary 
arthroscopy. 

Hospital
GHV provides complete general and advanced pet 
care, including during extended and Saturday hours.

• Acupuncture – Dr. Sara Hann, DVM, CVA, is using 
acupuncture to provide complimentary care to treat 
arthritis, lameness, postoperative pain, nerve injury, 
back and muscle pain, GI problems, lick granulomas, 
allergies and general wellness.

• Laparoscopic surgery – Dr. Madelynn Fell is our go-
to veterinarian for minimally invasive laparoscopic 
procedures, including spays. Many clients have heard 
of these laparoscopic procedures, but don’t realize 
that GVH is the only hospital in the Gallatin Valley 
to offer this service. With laparoscopic procedures, 
the incisions are smaller and less painful for your pet. 
Dr. Albrecht additionally performs more advanced 
laparoscopic procedures, such as gastropexies.

• Advanced anesthesia – Our care is based on 
recommendations from, and consultation with, a 
board certified Veterinary Anesthesiologist. Every pet 
that undergoes anesthesia has a dedicated anesthetist 
whose sole job is to make sure anesthesia runs 
smoothly and your pet is safe.

• Recovery facilities – Uniquely designed anesthesia 
recovery area and warming kennels that help provide 
a smoother, gentler recovery after anesthesia.

• Oncology – Experienced oncology (cancer care) for 
pets, from surgery to chemotherapy.

• Dental care – From prophylactic cleanings to 
advanced care, GVH dental care is provided by 
highly trained doctors and technicians. Doctors 
Kari Swenson, Sarah Hann and Madelynn Fell 
have completed training in advanced extractions 
and restoratives and our dental technicians have 
been through special dental training to ensure that 
your pet has the best comprehensive dental care 
possible. Board certified Veterinary Dentist Dr. Tony 
Woodward, of Montana Pet Dental, sees clients at 
GVH as well.

• Rehabilitation services –Jen Hill, CCRP, provides 
rehabilitation services, including laser therapy, 
therapeutic ultrasound, e-stim and customized 
at-home exercises. Sometimes, the best course of 
action is not surgery. GVH staff, in conjunction with 
Jen Hill, can work up an individualized plan that 
might include special hobbles and exercises. One size 
doesn’t fit all when it comes to the your pet’s care.

• Digital radiography (X-rays) and digital dental 
radiography – This technology and our level of 
expertise allow us to better diagnose and treat your 
loved ones. Digital images facilitate fast, easy consults 
by board certified specialists.

• Diagnostic ultrasound –Dr. Brit Culver, one of only 
two board certified Small Animal Internists practicing 
in Montana, visits monthly to offer this service.

• On-site laboratory services – On-site service 
provide for fast results for critical care patients and 

special pricing from Antech for outside services 
allows for advanced testing with great pricing.

We Care
GVH not only cares for our clients and patients, but 
also the community, state and world. In the last year, 
we have teamed up with K-9 Cares Montana to help 
a wounded warrior, pledging lifelong wellness care 
for this incredible team. We are also happy to be the 
top paw sponsor of the 2015 K9-9K, an event where 
the proceeds go to such worthy causes as the National 
Canine Cancer Foundation, which is working on 
ending cancer in our four-legged friends; K-9 Care 
Montana, which provides service dogs to wounded 
veterans and those with special needs; and Run Dog 
Run, an organization advocating for additional 
off-leash recreation facilities for Bozeman 
area dog owners. 

Dr. Albrecht is an adjunct faculty member of the 
Washington State University Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital and Gallatin Veterinary Hospital is one of 
the only facilities in Montana approved to directly 
train the next generation of veterinarians. We also 
host student veterinarians and veterinary technician 
students from across the country.

In addition, GVH donates more than $20,000 
annually to help pets that can’t help themselves. On a 
global scale, we are helping build schools for children 
around the world. We have also donated services to 
the following shelters:
• Heart of the Valley (Bozeman),
• Stafford Animal Shelter (Livingston),
• Lewis & Clark Humane Society (Helena),
• Chelsea Bailey Butte, 
• Silverbow Animal Shelter (Butte),
• Albert’s Angel Fund (Butte),
• Bitterroot Humane Society (Hamilton), and
• Bassett Rescue of Montana (Missoula).

For more information about GVH services or our 
humanitarian projects, please give us a call at 
406.587.4458, visit us at 1635 Reeves Rd. E. or 
check us out online at gallatinvethospital.com.
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scans. It exposes our patients to less radiation and is completed in a 
fraction of the time, which means less time under anesthesia. All of 
our scans can be read by a radiologist that specializes in computed 
tomography and results are usually available within 24 hours.
More information, quicker scans and less anesthesia is a win for our 
patients.

Montana Veterinary Surgical Service (MVSS)
MVSS is Montana’s most skilled and experienced small animal 
surgery referral service. Dr. Mark Albrecht is one of the first 50 
surgeons in the world to be trained by Dr. Slocum to do Tibial 
Plateau Leveling Osteotomies (TPLO), and the first person in 
Montana to offer TPLO surgeries.
In addition, GVH was a beta test site for the Canine 
Unicompartmental Elbow Procedure (CUE) – a revolutionary 
treatment for elbow dysplasia. The results of that testing are in 
publication and show this procedure to significantly help patients 
with elbow arthritis. In fact, Dr. Albrecht has now preformed this 
procedure on two of his own Labradors. Dr. Albrecht is a member of 
the Veterinary Arthroscopy Arthrology Advancement society, or VA3, 
making him a recognized world leader in veterinary arthroscopy.
Dr. Jason Wheeler, who joined the clinic in 2018, is a Diplomate 
of the American College of Veterinary Surgery. He earned his 
accredation from the University of Florida College of Veterinary 
Medicine, and practiced in Florida, Colorado and Virginia, before 
returning to the mountains. Dr. Wheeler has a special interest in 
wound management, cranial cruciate ligament instability, joint 
replacement, elbow dysplasia, fracture repair and oncologic surgery.

HOSPITAL
GHV and its team of associate veterinarians, Jennifer Shinn, Sarah 
Hann, Matthew Evans and Michelle Pogge, provide complete general 
and advanced pet care, including during extended and Saturday hours.

• Acupuncture – Dr. Sara Hann, DVM, CVA, is using acupuncture 
to provide complimentary care to treat arthritis, lameness, 
postoperative pain, nerve injury, back and muscle pain, GI problems, 
lick granulomas, allergies and general wellness.

• Laparoscopic surgery – Many clients have heard of these 
laparoscopic procedures, but don’t realize that GVH is the only 
hospital in the Gallatin Valley to offer this service. With laparoscopic 
procedures, the incisions are smaller and less painful for your pet.
Dr. Sara Hann and Dr. Matthew Evans perform laparoscopic surgery, 
and Dr. Albrecht performs more advanced laparoscopic procedures, 
such as gastropexies.

• Advanced anesthesia – Our care is based on recommendations from, 
and consultation with, a board certified Veterinary Anesthesiologist. 
Every pet that undergoes anesthesia has a dedicated anesthetist whose 
sole job is to make sure anesthesia runs smoothly and your pet is safe.

• Recovery facilities – Uniquely designed anesthesia recovery area and 
warming kennels that help provide a smoother, gentler recovery after 
anesthesia.

• Oncology – Experienced oncology (cancer care) for pets, from 
surgery to chemotherapy.

• Dental care – From prophylactic cleanings to advanced care, GVH 
dental care is provided by highly trained doctors and technicians. 
Doctors Sarah Hann, Michele Pogge, Jennifer Shinn and Matthew 

Evans have completed training in advanced extractions and 
restoratives and our dental technicians have been through special 
dental training to ensure that your pet has the best comprehensive 
dental care possible. Board certified Veterinary Dentist Dr. Tony 
Woodward, of Montana Pet Dental, sees clients at GVH as well.

• Rehabilitation services –Jen Hill, CCRP, provides rehabilitation 
services, including laser therapy, therapeutic ultrasound, e-stim and 
customized at-home exercises. Sometimes, the best course of action is 
not surgery. GVH staff, in conjunction with Jen Hill, can work up an 
individualized plan that might include special hobbles and exercises. 
One size doesn’t fit all when it comes to the your pet’s care.

• Digital radiography (X-rays) and digital dental radiography – This 
technology and our level of expertise allow us to better diagnose and 
treat your loved ones. Digital images facilitate fast, easy consults by 
board certified specialists. 

• Diagnostic ultrasound –Dr. Brit Culver, one of only two board 
certified Small Animal Internists practicing in Montana, visits 
monthly to offer this service.

• On-site laboratory services – On-site service provide for fast results 
for critical care patients and special pricing from Antech for outside 
services allows for advanced testing with great pricing.

WE CARE
GVH not only cares for our clients and patients, but also the 
community, state and world. In the last year, we have teamed up with 
K-9 Cares Montana to help a wounded warrior, pledging lifelong 
wellness care for this incredible team. We are also happy to be a 
major sponsor of the K9-9K, an event where the proceeds go to such 
worthy causes as the National Canine Cancer Foundation, which 
is working on ending cancer in our four-legged friends; K-9 Care 
Montana, which provides service dogs to wounded veterans and those 
with special needs; and Run Dog Run, an organization advocating for 
additional off-leash recreation facilities for Bozeman area dog owners.
Dr. Albrecht is an adjunct faculty member of the Washington State 
University Veterinary Teaching Hospital and Gallatin Veterinary 
Hospital is one of the only facilities in Montana approved to directly 
train the next generation of veterinarians. We also host student 
veterinarians and veterinary technician students from across the 
country.
In addition, GVH donates more than $20,000 annually to help pets 
that can’t help themselves. On a global scale, we are helping build 
schools for children around the world. We have also donated services 
to the following shelters:
• AFYA / Merck-Mission Rabies. For every rabies vaccine done at 
   GVH, one is donated to Project AFYA & Mission Rabies.
• Heart of the Valley (Bozeman)
• Stafford Animal Shelter (Livingston)
• Lewis & Clark Humane Society (Helena)
• Chelsea Bailey Butte
• Silverbow Animal Shelter (Butte)
• Albert’s Angel Fund (Butte)
• Bitterroot Humane Society (Hamilton)
• Bassett Rescue of Montana (Missoula)

For more information about GVH services or our humanitarian 
projects, please give us a call at 406.587.4458, visit us at 1635 Reeves 
Rd. E. or check us out online at gallatinvethospital.com.
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406-284-4004 866-605-4004

Premier Health
Insurance

of Montana

Need help finding 
the best health 
insurance policy 
to fit your needs?

Amanda Ahlquist
Agent/President
122 W Main / PO Box 279 
Manhattan, MT 59741

Call us at  Or Toll Free

Offering You The Best Priced:
Dental, Vision • Medicare Products

Group Health Insurance • Individual Health Insurance

Health insurance was started in the United States in the mid 
1800s, it started out as just accident plans to help cover those 
that were injured in steamboat or rail road accidents. By the 
1890’s it began to cover illnesses as well. As time went on the 
cost of healthcare began to rise causing more health insurance 
companies to be established, like Blue Cross Blue Shield in 
the 1930s. In the 1960s Medicare and Medicaid were then 
formed to help the elderly and the lower income citizens 
afford their care. By the 1980’s Medicare established lower 
payouts as the costs for medical care continued to rise and 
the government saw that they could 
not keep up with the reasonable and 
customary payout trend. 

At that time within the private 
insurance companies HMOs (Health 
Maintenance Organizations) were 
also being started to combat the 
rise in healthcare costs. These were 
plans with more limited networks 
encouraging the customer to seek 
care with their primary care provider 
first and helping to bring down some 
of the healthcare costs for the insurer. 

By 1997 Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP) was 
created, these plans are essentially 
Medicaid for children. These plans 
were designed to help the lower 
income families seek and pay for 
healthcare for their kids when they 
needed it. In 2014 Obamacare aka 
the Affordable Healthcare Act was 
enacted to help provide insurance  
at a more affordable rate as well 
as cover those that were not able 
to get health insurance due to pre 
existing conditions. Currently there 
are still more people insured than 
there were prior to Obamacare being 
enacted but as the costs of medical 
care continue to rise the cost to the 
insurance companies do as well. 

With all of the changes in the medical field as well as in the 
costs of healthcare and prescriptions it is hard for insurance 
companies to maintain consistent premium amounts. It is 
hard to say what the right answer is to solve our continued 
health insurance and healthcare issues but I think at this 
point it’s not something we can just put a band aid on, instead 
we really need to look at why these costs are rising and what 
we can do to regulate them more so that the problem gets 
solved once and for all.

THE HISTORY OF HEALTH INSURANCE
BY AMANDA AHLQUIST
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1800 W. Main
Bozeman, MT 59715
audibozeman.com
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204 Graves Trail Suite E
Bozeman, MT 59718
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June 9, 1923, those living in the Gallatin Valley woke 
up to a shocking headline: “Conscience-Stricken Wife 
Tells of Husband’s Brutal Murders.” Almost instantly, a 
relatively unknown family became the news of the year. 

Iva Danner had confessed that her husband had 
murdered two people in the fall of 1920. Her 
accusation was given weight when two bodies were 
found buried in a shallow grave at Central Park about 
18 miles west of Bozeman. Her husband, Seth Danner, 
was brought into custody and the saga of his life began 
to come to light. 

THE MAN
The dramatized storytelling of the newspapers would 
condemn him for the crimes far before the jury, but this 
would be just the tip of the iceberg. Along with racial 
profiling due to his supposed Cherokee blood, Seth 
would be accused of incest and robbing Iva’s innocence, 
and have his head literally examined in a phrenology 
test that determined his mental capacity was that of 
an underdeveloped prehistoric man. He would even be 
suspected of murders that occurred long before he was 
in the area. With all this prying and speculation, little 
was known about the real man. 

Seth was born in Kansas on May 15, 1882. It seems he 
spent time with his uncle, Bert, enough that when Bert 
suddenly died in an accident Seth married his dead 
uncle’s wife, Nancy. With this marriage, Seth became 
stepfather to his niece, Iva Danner. He had three 
children with Nancy before her death in 1915. 

Iva possibly went to live with an uncle at this point, 
but not for long. December of 1916, Seth and Iva were 
married in Dillon, Montana; Iva’s first child was born 
the next day. One story claims that Iva had Seth come 
get her because she was “in a bad way” and the child was 
not his. In Dillon, however, he was forced to marry her 
by the town or be locked up in the jail.
 
Times were hard, but Seth usually found work as a mechanic 
in between the threshing seasons. As a result, the family led 
a nomadic life, moving with the harvest from South Dakota 
to Montana and back again. Fall of 1920 the Danner’s left 
Mobridge, South Dakota, planning to settle back in Montana 
for a spell. They made the trip with Seth and Nancy’s daughter, 
Florence, Seth and Iva’s two young children, Della and Marvin, 
and a married couple, John and Florence Sprouse. 

The Sprouses had no children and were slightly older than the 

Danners. Together they camped at Central Park in tents, living 
off the land and hunting and trapping the marshes around the 
area. Locals knew of the tent camp, but neither couple socialized 
much with anyone. In November of 1920, the Danners moved to 
Three Forks and the Sprouses disappeared. 

Three years later in April of 1923, Seth was picked up on a 
moonshine charge. While inspecting his living quarters, an 
engine was found that matched one stolen elsewhere. Sentenced 
to 10 years at the state prison in Deer Lodge, Seth was paroled 
to provide for his family and was forced to get a mechanic job 
in Bozeman. He would occasionally visit Iva and the children in 
Three Forks on his motorcycle, but mostly he wrote letters. 

IN BEHALF OF SETH DANNER: 
A Crime, Trial and Execution

BY KELLY HARTMAN
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THE TRIAL
It was during this time that 
Iva reportedly felt safe to 
come forward with her story 
of the 1920 murders. She first 
contacted the Three Forks 
police. Initially they were 
unable to locate anything, but 
her persistence brought in 
Bozeman Sheriff Jim Smith 
and together with Iva, they 
uncovered the bodies. 

The sheriff ’s department 
must have found Iva’s story 
credible even without the 
evidence of the crime, as 
Seth was taken into custody 
the night before finding the 
bodies, on the evening of 
June 7. Seth happened to be 
in Three Forks when he was 
picked up, not knowing the 
charge. Interestingly, Seth 
drove his own motorcycle 
and the deputy rode in the 
sidecar. They arrived at the jail 
about midnight. In his first 
comments, he stated he hadn’t 
seen the Sprouses since South 
Dakota. This would prove to 
be detrimental to his case. 

Before Iva could be a witness in a murder trial, she had to get a 
divorce from Seth. At first the case looked good for Seth, but 
it quickly deteriorated as members of the community stepped 
forward to tell how they had provided the Danner children with 
food, clothes, shoes and shelter. Iva’s stories of Seth’s brutality 
brought the divorce case to a close in August and Iva was granted 
a divorce. The children, now totaling four including Florence, 
were shuffled about some, but ultimately ended up at the Twin 
Bridges orphanage as Seth couldn’t receive custody and Iva did 
not want them. 

The murder trial was held October 22-26. Young Florence 
Danner would be brought back as a key witness during the trial 
but wouldn’t say anything on the stand. She had been told to stay 
quiet by one of the parents; it will never be known which. Two 
stories came out as to what happened. Iva gave hers on the stand, 
while Seth’s was an affidavit which was read in full. Seth did not 
take the stand. 

According to Iva’s story, John and Seth had been out trapping 
one day after moving to Central Park when Seth came back 
alone. As night fell Florence Sprouse grew anxious, but Seth told 
her he had left John in the afternoon and had no idea where he’d 
gone. As Florence’s anxiety grew, Iva claimed that Seth hit her in 
the head with an axe saying, “I reckon she’ll know where Jack is 
now.” He then tied a string around her neck to let her suffocate to 
death. 

That night he went and got 
John and placed him in the tent 
next to Florence. According to 
Iva, Seth had killed John earlier 
with a shotgun blast to the 
head. He showed the bodies to 
Iva warning her never to tell 
and then buried them the next 
night. The motive, according to 
Iva, was robbery. 

Seth’s story conversely stated 
that Florence and John had 
been out checking traps as 
there had been a row between 
the women and it was 
determined they weren’t to be 
left alone together. Seth had 
been away from camp, but in 
a different direction. He came 
back to camp in time to see 
Florence Sprouse pointing 
a gun at Iva. There was a 
struggle, which Seth became 
a part of and before he could 
stop her, Iva hit Florence in the 
head with a hatchet. Death was 
not instantaneous, but Florence 
never regained consciousness. 

The next day Seth went out 
and found John, who had been 

killed with a shotgun blast to the head. Tracks had been easy to 
follow in a skiff of snow. According to Seth, Florence had seen 
Iva and John in the brush together and in her rage she killed 
John, then came back for Iva. Seth told Iva she should confess to 
self-defense, but she refused so he buried the two bodies. Part of 
his story included a mention of the gun catching on Florence’s 
finger in the struggle, pulling back a large piece of her skin. Much 
of his story included details while Iva’s story very rarely deterred 
from simple facts. Either Seth was a great storyteller or the 
details were real.

The jury was out 7 hours and four votes were taken. Never once 
was there a doubt in the jurors’ mind as to Seth’s guilt. The 
multiple votes were in, deciding his fate: Seth was found guilty 
and sentenced to execution by hanging. 

THE EXECUTION
The execution was to occur on January 11, 1924. Following the 
trial there were multiple articles written that discussed the bias 
of the jury. No one could deny that every juryman had known 
something about the case prior to the trial. 

One juryman in particular, William Heaston, was scrutinized 
as having stated multiple times that he would hang Danner 
no matter what because it would be “getting rid of rubbish.” 
Interestingly, this same man would be sent to Deer Lodge Prison 
as a 79-year-old convicted of murder. Since the Danners and 
Sprouses were transient folks, it seems that it was the opinion 
of many that no good could come of them and that Seth was no 
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doubt guilty. 

In November of 1923 Iva married Jim Troglia, a local baker 
who had helped her and the family during their time in the area. 
Seth was reportedly delighted; he thought her dismissal of the 
children and quick marriage was evidence of her guilt. 

On January 10, 1924, the 110,000-word transcript of the trial 
was submitted to the Supreme Court of Montana for an appeal, 
immediately granting Seth a stay of execution. In the meantime, 
a new ring had been installed in the 1911 execution mechanism, 
probably because Seth was a large man. The gallows at the 
Gallatin County Jail were part of local architect Fred Willson’s 
design for the building and were manufactured by the Diebold 
Safe Company.

Seth spent most of his time, especially while on “death 
watch,” talking to the guards about philosophy and religion. 
It seems he was not the uneducated man people had made 
him out to be. 

Before and after the stay of execution, letters were written 
to the governor in behalf of Seth Danner asking for life 
imprisonment instead. Many were from religious groups 
and local women. A few letters were from his two sisters. 

In the end, the Montana Supreme Court denied there was 
a mistrial and a new execution date was set on July 18, 
1924. 

Shortly after midnight on July 18, Seth was baptized by 
two Catholic priests, one from Bozeman the other from 
Livingston. At 2:08 a.m. the “death march” started from 
the isolation cells. At the gallows, Sheriff Smith saw to 
the adjusting of the arm and leg straps before asking: 
“Dan, have you got anything to say?” Seth stated: 

I want to tell you people that I hold no malice against 
any man. I have made peace with my God, and will go 
to him knowing that I am fully prepared; and I would 
like to see each and every one of you people to follow 
my example. I have nothing more to say. Good bye, 
one and all.

The hood was placed, the trap sprung and his death 
was instantaneous at 2:19 a.m. The body was taken 
down after 15 minutes and laid in a coffin which was 
immediately taken to the Catholic cemetery for a 
flashlight burial. 

In the aftermath, during which the department was 
praised for their humane handling of the execution, 
a small article appeared tucked into the back of a 
newspaper titled “Second Hanging in Jail.” It seems 
a Charles White was brought in July 17; he was 
booked as “crazy” and thrown in a cell. He was not 
placed in the isolation cells where he should have 

been kept because that’s where Danner was. 

Within 24 hours of Seth’s death, White cut his throat with his 
own watch crystal and then hung himself with his belt, neither 
of which he should have had. Two other prisoners in the jail 
heard the commotion but said nothing as they were on edge from 
Seth’s execution. One was an African American from Manhattan 
on a forgery charge, later dropped; the other a habitual poacher 
who isn’t found in the books again following this last stint in jail. 
Maybe circumstances scared him straight. 

The Gallatin History Museum is housed in the old jail where 
one can still see the metal gallows used only ever once: July 18, 
1924. Seth’s story is now told in full at the museum and is to be 
published in Hartman’s book in the summer of 2020. 

Kelly Hartman is the curator at the Gallatin History Museum. Her upcoming 
book on Seth Danner will be her second published by The History Press, 
following the recently released “A Brief History of Cooke City.” She is also a 
painter and printmaker inspired by the beauty of Montana.
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PHOTOS:

Page 30: Photo taken of Seth Danner at the 
Gallatin County Jail, quite possibly by Albert 
Schlechten. Photo courtesy of the Gallatin Histo-
ry Museum

Page 31: Image of Florence and John Sprouse as 
printed in the “Bozeman Courier” on October 
31, 1923. Photo courtesy of the Gallatin History 
Museum

Opposite: A portion of a letter written to the 
governor by Seth’s sister Mabel Moody dated 
July 7, 1924. Image courtesy of the Montana 
Historical Society Research Center

Right: The exhibit “In Behalf of Seth Danner: A 
Crime, Trial and Execution,” at the Gallatin His-
tory Museum, which is constructed around the 
original gallows. Photo courtesy of the Gallatin 
History Museum

Below: Detail of the Gallatin County Jail blue-
print specific to the gallows mechanism, incor-
porated by architect Fred Willson into his design 
for the building. Image courtesy of the Gallatin 
History Museum
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Jerry Johnson knows West Yellowstone hospitality. A second 
generation Montanan, the former mayor and current city 
commissioner grew up working with his parents, who have owned 
and operated motels in West Yellowstone for the past 65 years. 
Now, through Backcountry Adventure, he shares the majestic 
beauty and vast grandeur that is West Yellowstone with locals and 
worldwide visitors alike.

Alongside his wife, Jacquelyn, their two children, Keith and 
Kendra, and a staff with experience in the West Yellowstone area 
ranging from 31 to 62 years, Johnson provides custom snowcoach, 
snowmobile, snowshoe and cross country ski excursions, as well as 
Old Faithful tours and full clothing and accommodation packages.

Featuring environmentally friendly snowmobile models from top 
manufacturers, Backcounty Adventure snowmobile rentals are 
completely customizable to include a guide, complete clothing 
package, accommodations packages, and even specific snowmobile 
models. And with a free tank of gas for each daily rental, the West 
Yellowstone world is your playground.

A great way to experience 
Yellowstone, 

snowmobile 
tours of the Park 
and surrounding 
area provide a 
unique view of 
the unparalleled 
landscape and 
abundant wildlife. 

Snowmobile tour stops 
in Yellowstone National 
Park can include Madison 
Junction, Fountain Paint Pot, 
Midway Geyser Basin and 
Biscuit Basin. In addition, 
Backcountry Adventure 
provides three interpretive 
snowmobile trips to Old 
Faithful – the world’s 
most concentrated area of 
geothermal features – and 
one trip to the Yellowstone 
Grand Canyon each day. 
Guided snowmobile trips in 
the Gallatin National Forest 
just outside of Yellowstone 
Park, an area offering over 
200 miles of groomed trails 
with spectacular views and 

deep powder, are also regularly 
available throughout the season.

Another great option for exploring the Park in absolute comfort 
and security is a snowcoach tour. Family- and group-friendly, 
Ford E350 conversion van snowcoach tours are highly affordable 
ad provide visitors with the freedom to stop whenever they want 
for photo opportunities. In addition to Old Faithful and Canyon 
Park tours, Backcountry Adventure also offers private snowcoach 
expeditions.

Join the Johnson family and the highly experienced, personable 
and knowledgeable staff of Backcountry Adventure to create the 
adventure of a lifetime. Located at 224 N. Electric Street in West 
Yellowstone, Montana, Backcountry Adventure can be reached by 
calling 406.646.9317. For reservations, check out the convenient 
rental calculator and call 800.924.7669 or email reservations@
backcountry-adventures.com. For more information, visit www.
backcountry-adventures.com or check them out on Facebook @
backcountryadventures.

ADVENTURE in The BACKCOUNTRY
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Jerry Johnson knows West Yellowstone hospitality. A second 
generation Montanan, the former mayor and current city 
commissioner grew up working with his parents, who have owned 
and operated motels in West Yellowstone for the past 65 years. 
Now, through Backcountry Adventure, he shares the majestic 
beauty and vast grandeur that is West Yellowstone with locals and 
worldwide visitors alike.

Alongside his wife, Jacquelyn, their two children, Keith and 
Kendra, and a staff with experience in the West Yellowstone area 
ranging from 31 to 62 years, Johnson provides custom snowcoach, 
snowmobile, snowshoe and cross country ski excursions, as well as 
Old Faithful tours and full clothing and accommodation packages.

Featuring environmentally friendly snowmobile models from top 
manufacturers, Backcounty Adventure snowmobile rentals are 
completely customizable to include a guide, complete clothing 
package, accommodations packages, and even specific snowmobile 
models. And with a free tank of gas for each daily rental, the West 
Yellowstone world is your playground.

A great way to experience Yellowstone, snowmobile tours of 
the Park and surrounding area provide a unique view of the 
unparalleled landscape and abundant wildlife. Snowmobile tour 
stops in Yellowstone National Park can include Madison Junction, 
Fountain Paint Pot, Midway Geyser Basin and Biscuit Basin. 
In addition, Backcountry Adventure provides three interpretive 
snowmobile trips to Old Faithful – the world’s most concentrated 
area of geothermal features – and one trip to the Yellowstone 
Grand Canyon each day. Guided snowmobile trips in the Gallatin 
National Forest just outside of Yellowstone Park, an area offering 
over 200 miles of groomed trails with spectacular views and deep 
powder, are also regularly available throughout the season.

Another great option for exploring the Park in absolute comfort 
and security is a snowcoach tour. Family- and group-friendly, Ford 
E350 conversion van snowcoach tours are highly affordable ad 
provide visitors with the freedom to stop whenever they want for 
photo opportunities. In addition to Old Faithful and Canyon 
Park tours, Backcountry Adventure also offers private 
snowcoach expeditions.

Join the Johnson family and the highly 
experienced, personable and knowledgeable 
staff of Backcountry Adventure to create the 
adventure of a lifetime. Located at 224 N. 
Electric Street in West Yellowstone, Montana, 
Backcountry Adventure can be reached by 

calling 406.646.9317. For reservations, check out the 
convenient rental calculator and call 800.924.7669 
or email reservations@backcountry-adventures.
com. For more information, visit www.backcountry-
adventures.com or check them out on Facebook @
backcountryadventures.

Adventure
in the Backcountry
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Bozeman was not the original county seat for Gallatin County. 
In 1865, the first Montana Territorial Legislature established 
counties and designated Gallatin City, located near modern-
day Three Forks, as the county seat. Gallatin City held that 
distinction for two years, but because of Bozeman’s rapid growth, 
a new election was held on Christmas Day in 1867, and voters 
agreed to move the county seat to Bozeman. Thus marked the 
beginnings of county government in the heart of our fair city.

At the time, government business was conducted largely in the 
homes of appointed and elected officials. In these early years, 
great responsibility fell to these officials to maintain law and 
order, and in 1869 the County Commissioners felt the need for 
a jail. Using monies pledged by local residents, county leaders 
constructed a new log jail in the 200 block of East Mendenhall 
Street for $487.50.

While the county jail was often, happily, without occupants, 
frontier conditions encouraged the presence of many unstable 

and irresponsible fortune seekers, as is still true today, and crime 
follows population. Bozeman and Gallatin County experienced 
increasing violence with the most spectacular instance of 
“citizen’s justice” occurring Feb. 1, 1873, when Vigilantes hanged 
two county prisoners, Z. A. Triplett and John W. St. Clair. The 
executioners broke into the log jail, and using an outdoor beef 
dressing rack for a scaffold, hanged the men at a slaughter house 
located on the corner of Main and Broadway. The open frame-
work of the building used for the hanging and the dramatic 
image of the bodies hanging limply with hands tied behind 
their back was forever immortalized with an early morning 
photograph that still today shows up on social media.

The need for a courthouse steadily increased and in November 
of 1878, a ballot passed authorizing the construction of a new, 
$25,000 courthouse with a basement jail. W. H. Tracy donated 
property located at Main and Fourth Avenue and the project 
was completed in July of 1881. This first courthouse was 
hailed as the finest and best constructed public building in the 

HISTORY HAPPENED HERE:
A brief history of the Gallatin County Jail

STORY BY CINDY SHEARER. PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE GALLATIN HISTORY MUSEUM
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Territory, with much credit going to the contractors, architect, 
commissioners and the county at large. However, Gallatin 
County government quickly outgrew both the courthouse and 
the jail, which turned into an “unbelievably busy place.” In 1884, 
Commissioners spent $6,017.10 to build an annex on the rear 
of the building, which provided additional offices, vault space, a 
grand jury room, a witness room and utility space.

By 1910, steady population growth caused even greater crowding 
in the courthouse basement jail where space was also needed for 
government offices. A successful appeal to the electorate allowed 
the Commissioners to proceed with plans for a new jail to be 
built in the lot next to the courthouse at 317 W. Main St. With 
a budget of $35,000, the county employed local architect Fred F. 
Willson to prepare plans for the new building. 

The early part of the 20th century was a time in which jail 
reforms were occurring throughout the country. The new 
Gallatin County Jail incorporated several of these reforms as 
seen in the separate areas for men, women and juveniles. The 
isolation cells found in the rear of the new jail were patented in 
1874 and had been used in the old lock-up. The design included 
limited quarters for the sheriff, a deputy or a jailor, and a kitchen 
to serve the prisoners. This time, the ever-present gallows were 
located inside the building in a small multi-purpose room. 

In Willson’s diary from 1911, he notes on Jan. 9, “Sketching Jail 

Building,” and on Feb. 18 he traveled to Portland to meet with 
the Pauley Jail Company. Throughout the year he has short 
entries about estimating jail costs and “pushing jail plans.” On 
April 1, Willson completed the jail plans and hired Diebold 
Safe and Lock Company on April 24. His diary reflects that he 
“laid out the jail building” on May 11 and throughout the year it 
includes a few notes about jail building meetings or “trouble at 
the jail.” 

Those troubles must have met with solutions quite quickly as 
the new jail was virtually completed by Dec. 2, 1911 and the 
prisoners moved in. The commissioners described the facilities 
with pride as “one of the best in the West.” Imagine their 
embarrassment when 20 days later, on Dec. 22, six prisoners 
escaped in the early hours of morning. Willson’s diary entry for 
the day simply stated, “6 men broke out of the New Jail. Am 
being joked plenty.”

The County Jail building gallows were used for the third and 
last legal hanging in Gallatin County on July 18, 1924, with the 
execution of Seth Orrin Danner, who was found guilty of the 
murder of Mrs. John Sprouse and credited with also killing her 
husband. To read more about Danner’s life and crime, turn to 
page __ .

For 71 years, the Gallatin County Jail building served the needs 
of law enforcement by housing prisoners for the city, county and 
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state. The jail had its share of controversies over the years with 
jail breaks, suicides and even a well-documented hunger strike in 
January of 1974. 

Starting on Jan. 7, 1974, eight Gallatin County inmates began a 
hunger strike to protest jail food, and what they claimed was a 
lack of recreational facilities, a lack of commissary facilities and 
restricted visitor privileges. On Jan. 9, the Bozeman Chronicle 
ran a story with the headline, “It’s Feast and Famine at the 
Gallatin County Jail.” Five days later, the Chronicle reported, 
“Hunger Strike Over.” Sheriff L.D.W. Anderson said “the health 
of inmates involved in the strike has apparently not suffered … 
the ones who appear to have gained the most from the strike 
were the other five prisoners in the jail.”

Trouble of a different kind would strike the county jail later in 
1974 with the arrest, confession and suicide of local serial killer 
David G. Meirhofer on the morning of Sept. 29, 1974.

A county election in June 1978 approved the purchase of the 
abandoned Holy Rosary Catholic School located on 17th Street 
and its adjoining several blocks of land, to be used as the new 
Law and Justice Center, as well as funds to build a new jail.

The “Old Gallatin County Jail” ceased operations as a jail in 
January of 1982 when the last prisoners left the building; but 
that was not the end of visitors within its walls. Soon after, the 
Gallatin Historical Society was awarded a long-term lease from 
the County to create a museum and research center that serves 
as a visual reminder of bygone days. From the clang of a jail cell, 
to the shadow cast on the wall from the hangman’s gallows, the 
eerie quiet in the solitary confinement cell, and messages from 
long ago inmates scratched into the walls, one does not have to 
have a creative imagination to imagine what the jail building has 
witnessed since its birth in 1911. 

The Gallatin County Jail building was registered on the National 
Registry of Historical Buildings in 1983 and is still home to the 
Gallatin Historical Society which operates the Gallatin History 
Museum and Research Center.

Cindy Shearer is the executive director of the Gallatin History Museum and 
while not a “historian,” she likes to share the stories from our past to create a 

deeper understanding and appreciation for this unique place called the Gallatin 
County.

PHOTOS:

Light coming through the old hallway between the Cell Block and 
the Isolation Cells inside the old jail.

Jail building drawings from the Main Street elevation from 1911, 
completed by architect Fred F. Willson.

A drawing of the old courthouse and jail, which was completed 
on Dec. 2, 1911 with a budget of $35,000.

An image of the completed courthouse and jail at 317 W. Main 
St. Built at a time of jail reform, the building featured separate 
areas for men, women and juveniles.

THE THREE LEGAL HANGINGS IN 
GALLATIN COUNTY

In 1883, ten years after the Bozeman Vigilante adventure in justice, John A. 
Clark was found guilty of murder and was sentenced to hang. The execution—
the first legal hanging in the county—was carried out on Dec. 27, at 11:02 
p.m., even though Clark’s last words professed his innocence. It was reported 
that his neck was broken by the fall and in 10 and 1/2 minutes his pulse 
ceased to beat. It was further reported that 9 minutes from the time he was 
pronounced dead, the body was lowered into the coffin and delivered to the 
undertaker. 

A short newspaper article followed the description of the hanging as something 
of a postscript. Written in a humorous vein, it noted a further development: 
“The body of John A. Clark was scarcely interred in what was generally 
supposed to be its last resting place, then a party of industrious and 
enterprising men proceeded to resurrect it, which they succeeded in doing in 
good style.” 

The article further reported at least three parties arrived in the cemetery on 
the same mission within a short time. A light reference was made attributing 
the grave robbing practice to a willingness of the local physicians of the time 
to purchase bodies for study purposes. 

Six months later in June of 1884 what remained of Clark’s skeleton was found 
in a farmer’s grove in a rough shipping box. Everyone was greatly relieved 
when the appointed county health officer took the remains for final burial.

Bozeman’s second legal hanging took place in the spring of 1906, when 
Lu Sing, a resident in the Bozeman Chinese colony, was hung for the “cold 
blooded murder” of local laundryman Tom Sing. Local newspapers reported the 
details of the back story feud that ended with Lu hitting Tom six times with 
a hatchet in front of witnesses. Sing was not as fortunate on the gallows as 
his predecessor, Clark. His cause of death was an unpleasant strangulation that 
lasted close to 15 minutes.

The third and final hanging in Gallatin County occurred on July 18, 1924, 
when Seth Danner was executed for murder. Turn to page 30 to read more 
about the life and crime of Danner.
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Connoisseurs of classic American film may recognize the young 
man with the mischievous look pictured here with friends on 
the lawn. Though not a true Bozeman native, Gary Cooper did 
graduate from Gallatin County High School. Frank Cooper—the 
name “Gary” was adopted later on in his film career—was born 
in Helena in 1901. His father, Charles H. Cooper, emigrated 
from England at age 19 and worked his way up to a position on 
the Montana Supreme Court. When Frank was five years old, his 
father purchased a ranch on the Missouri River 50 miles north 
of Helena. The future movie star grew up in the country, riding 
horses and creating plenty of mischief.

It was what Helena residents referred to as the Great Limburger 
Cheese Caper of 1920 that got Frank transferred to Bozeman 
to finish his education. According to the legend, Frank and his 
buddy spread Limburger cheese all over the Helena High School 
radiators one night. A not-so-pleasant aroma wafted from the 
heaters the next morning, causing a school-wide evacuation and 
quite a bit of trouble for Frank. Judge Charles Cooper promptly 
transferred his unruly son to Bozeman to finish high school in a 
new venue. 
 

At Gallatin County High, teacher Ida Davis left a lasting 
impression on Frank Cooper. Miss Davis persuaded her reluctant 
student to participate in the senior class play, his first acting 
experience. Years later, famous film actor Gary Cooper often 
stopped in Bozeman to visit his former teacher on trips back to 
Montana. In 1961, Look magazine documented one of Cooper’s 
trips home and published a touching photograph of Gary Cooper 
taking Ida Davis out to lunch.

Cooper stood out in high school, probably due more to his height 
than his acting talents. An avid cartoonist in his younger years, 
Cooper decorated a scrapbook page for one of his high school 
classmates. His motto in the 1922 Gallatin County High School 
yearbook reads: “Smoking never stunted my growth.” 

Gary Cooper went on to appear in almost 90 movies throughout 
his career, including favorites like “ The Virginian” (1929), 
“Sergeant York” (1941) and “High Noon” (1952). He died of 
cancer in 1961.

This is an excerpt from Legendary Locals of Bozeman, by Rachel Phillips. Rachel 
is the research coordinator for the Gallatin History Museum in Bozeman.

GARY COOPER
BY RACHEL PHILLIPS

Gary Cooper (right) and three Gallatin County High School companions lying on the school’s front lawn. The county jail and courthouse are 
visible in the background. Photos courtesy of The Gallatin History Musuem  
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Have you ever wondered what happens to furniture when a 
million-dollar home sells?

Then you need to visit store owner Corinne Hogan and 
manager Judy Jocelyn at Second Impressions Home Gallery in 
Bozeman to see where some of it goes.

“We sell high-end, gently used furniture that comes from 
nice homes,” said Hogan, who has been curating the unique 

collection at Second Impressions since 2005. “If you’re looking 
for that special piece, or wanting to change your home’s décor, 
please come visit us. You will be delighted.”

Hogan and Jocelyn enjoy developing relationships with their 
customers, helping to find that piece that makes a room 
sparkle. They offer furnishings in an array of styles, from 
rustic and western, to contemporary and traditional, with an 
eye for the eclectic.

SECOND IMPRESSIONS SECOND IMPRESSIONS 
Home FurnisHings galleryHome FurnisHings gallery

By Jessianne Castle
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A stop in the showroom is sure to impress, and you’ll 
be met by Hogan and Jocelyn’s smiling faces, as well 
as the happy, wagging tails of their dogs: Neci, a 
goldendoodle; Jaz, a yorkie; and Josey, a wheaten terrier.

“We’re a dog-friendly store. We love meeting you and 
your dogs, too” Hogan said, adding that customers are 
welcome to bring their dogs into the showroom.

Inventory is always changing, and often includes new 
and used quality furniture, stunning artwork, and 
exceptional décor.

Second Impressions Home Gallery is located at 1662 
Bobcat Dr. and is open Monday through Friday 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. To learn more, 
visit secondimpressionshighendfurniture.com or call 
(406) 585-0700.

Bozeman, MT • (406) 585-0700 • secondimpressionshighendfurniture.com
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Just before trial in Big 
Timber in 1908, with 
charges of horse theft in 
five Montana counties, 
Kid Royal found himself 
alone in the jailhouse with 
a steel comb. The other 
prisoners were on clean-up 
duty in the jail corridor and 
Undersheriff Dell Whitney 
had left for a shave. 

He must have felt hastened, 
but Royal was adept 
at thinking on his feet. 
He wielded his comb, 
unscrewed the transom 
grate separating him from 
the office, and on Whitney’s 
return, the undersheriff 
found that the Kid had 
flown the coup. 

It was one of many of 
Royal’s escapes from the 
law, and elicited criticisms 
from the papers, such as 
that reported in the July 3, 
1908, Fergus County Argus: 
“Strange how easy it is for 
hardened criminals to make 
a getaway.”

CUTTING HIS TEETH

Royal cut his teeth at the 
turn of the 19th century, in 
the age of a transitioning 
West. With the heyday 
of the Bozeman Trail in 
the 1860s and Montana 
statehood in 1889, 
settlement was coming to northern Montana and with it came the 
law.

Throughout the latter portion of the 1800s, bands of horse thieves 
drove stolen horses from Southern Montana, Utah and Idaho north 
through Big Sky Country to markets in Canada. There, they’d sell 
the horses and take up their rank endeavors in reverse, bringing 

Canadian horses to the 
markets in the Rocky 
Mountains, where the 
thieves had already created 
a shortage of horses.

History is rife with horse 
thieves, and in the West, 
they garnered particular 
loathing for leaving their 
victims quite helpless; 
settlers relied on the horse 
for transportation and 
farming. 

Newly developing 
communities like Bozeman 
sat on the fringe of the vast 
grasslands of the Great 
Plains, and at least a few 
horse thieves followed 
a route up the Madison 
Valley near present-day 
Ennis, through Gallatin 
County and northwest of 
the Bridgers. Then they’d 
head north through wide-
open country, thundering 
straight into Canada, with 
local spots to graze and rest 
the horses at Horsethief 
Basin—now flooded by 
Hebgen Lake—Jack Creek 
and Flathead Pass.

Royal cultivated quite 
the following in the era’s 
newspapers. Papers largely 
focused on his delinquent 
exploits, though in the 
fall of 1908, while being 
held in jail, he told a Butte 

reporter that he came to Montana from the East. Published in 
the Big Timber Pioneer, Royal described his situation as a “case of 
transformation of souls.”

“It was no fault of mine,” he said. “I fell among thieves and one 
night while darkness shrouded this wicked world, I feel asleep with 
a horse thief … By some queer freak of destiny, my soul entered 

Horse Theft and the Roving Criminal: 
THE ROGUERY OF KID ROYAL

STORY BY JESSIANNE CASTLE
PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE GALLATIN HISTORY MUSUEM
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the body of the horse thief and 
his soul mine … I am not a bad 
chap despite my long and sinister 
record.”

It was sometime in the 1890s 
when he was caught holding the 
rope of a missing horse for the 
first time and so began his lawless 
career. Despite three years in 
prison, the 20-something-year-old 
went right back to old tricks and 
was caught in 1902 rustling stock 
in Kenmore, North Dakota. He 
was wanted in Meagher, Cascade 
and Valley counties, and while 
being held in Glasgow, he escaped 
by digging a way through the brick walls of the jail yard using a 
broken chair leg.

THE HOOT-OWL TRAIL

Though he was apprehended and served another three-year term, 
Royal was a wanted man in many counties from the Yellowstone 
to the Dakota line. “He bears the reputation of being one of the 
smoothest rustlers in the state,” The Pioneer Express in Pembina, 
Dakota, reported on June 30, 1905.

After his latest stint in the pen during that same year, he was placed 
on the Great Northern out of Deer Lodge, bound for Glasgow to 
face charges there. As the train slowed ahead of an upcoming town, 
he went to the toilet room. Unsuspecting, the escorting sheriff let 
him go unaccompanied, only to find an open window and empty 

bathroom and one convict missing. 
Royal was on the run again.

Ever drawn to smuggled horse 
flesh, Royal evaded the law, hoot-
owling in the night. He used 
many names, and in addition to 
references as Kid Royals or Edward 
Royal/Royals in the papers, he 
also answered to Mike Hall, Smith 
and Jack Bennett—names his 
accomplices also used.

He was using the latter name when 
local ranchers in Stillwater caught 
him in November of 1905 with 
newly stolen horses. Sentenced 

to 10 years of hard labor in Deer Lodge, the state lawmen thought 
they’d finally cleaned up one of their biggest bad actors.

The papers cried the news, however, in November of 1907. With 
Royal two years into his sentence, he’d jumped his second train while 
enroute from Deer Lodge to Big Timber to testify as the principal 
witness against an accused fellow horse thief named Arthur 
Charlesworth. 

Sherriff Oscar Fallang of Sweet Grass County was accompanying 
the criminal and is reported to have been lenient with his prisoner, 
as Royal had been so amendable to offer his word for the state. 

Fergus County Argus tells the tale, describing Royal’s motive for 
standing as the state’s witness. “It is claimed that ‘Kid’ Royals … 
has it in for Charlesworth and would like to see him in the pen for 



44           MONTANA HISTORIAN 2019

revenge. Mrs. Royals secured a divorce from the ‘Kid’ some time ago 
and she is now quite friendly with Charlesworth, being one of his 
witnesses.”

But the mystique of a dark night must have been calling to him. 
Enjoying the ride without handcuffs, Royal made a dash for the 
door of the Pullman car as the train slowed up 2 miles west of 
Bozeman. In one leap, he disappeared into the night.

Despite a $500 reward on his head, Royal evaded Fallang and 
his deputies for an entire year. He coasted through the winter 
unrecognized near Dillon, in the peaceable vocation of sheep 
herding, but spring fever got the better of him.

The day dawned April 5, 1908. Finding himself in the Musselshell, 
he stole a horse, saddle, rifle and provisions. He helped himself to 
a selection of horses as he passed through the Shields Valley and in 
Gallatin County, he stole harnesses, a wagon and a feather bed. The 
man was recognized on April 11 outside of Whitehall and sheriffs 
overtook him as he set out for Idaho. 

According to the Big Timber Pioneer, recounting news of his 
capture on April 23, 1908, “‘Kid’ Royals is probably the shrewdest 
horse thief Montana has ever known. He is an expert horseman, is 
a good judge of horseflesh, and has no doubt stolen more horses in 
this state than any other one man.”

It was while being held in Big Timber to face an incomplete 10-year 
sentence and answer for his most recent crimes that Royal busted 
out of jail with his comb. In September the lawmen caught onto 
Royal’s trail, but the bandit led them on a remarkable chase across 
mountain terrain—a feat that led the U.S.GS to dub a southwestern 
peak in the Crazy Mountains “Kid Royal Mountain.”

Royal evaded the posse, leading them on a 250-mile chase from Big 
Timber through the Crazies, Castle Mountains and Belts. From 
the Musselshell, he headed for the Missouri River through the 
Horseshoe Hills 50 miles north of Bozeman and passed through 
Three Forks, headed west toward Elkhorn, then cached the horses 
west of Silver Star. The horses were recovered, but Royal was 
nowhere to be found.

On the trail, Fallang made 11 changes of horses and the posse found 
one of the stolen horses dead, likely from over-driving.

A DRUG ON THE MARKET

Having given up the horses, the slippery thief risked fate and 
showed up in Manhattan shortly after. Recognized, he was 
recaptured on Sept. 10 and was transferred by rail to Big Timber. 
When the train left its stop at Springdale, he made a quick effort to 
escape through an open window, though the accompanying officer 
grabbed Royal before he could get free.

Standing before the district court on Sept. 15, Royal was sentenced 
to 14 years in the penitentiary, in addition to the 8 remaining from 
his 1905 ruling. After papers across the nation cried the fate of the 
horse thief, Kid Royal’s name was all but lost to the news until the 
June 23, 1921, edition of the Big Timber Pioneer ran a very short 
headline: “‘Kid’ Royals Dead.”

Royal, who went on to study veterinary medicine during his final 
time in the pen, took up honest work as a miner upon release, 
settling near the head of the Boulder River near Contact south of 
Big Timber. He passed away in Rexburg, Idaho, after suffering from 
pneumonia, “harmless in every way except his inability to keep away 
from a rope with a horse tied to it,” the paper proclaimed.

As Royal changed his ways from thievery, so too was there a shift 
in Western communities. Horse theft had ceased in profitability 
as World War I turned American farmers from horsepower to 
machines.

“Horses became a drug on the market,” The Choteau Acantha in 
northcentral Montana reported on December 7, 1939. “They were 
turned out to shift for themselves.”

As the U.S. Forest Service attempted to roundup the unclaimed 
animals now roving the forest and canneries made a big business, 
dust settled on many of the horse thief trails.

PHOTOS:

Lead: Horses graze on the near shore of Ramshorn Lake in Gallatin 
Canyon. While not referenced as a hideout, Ramshorn Lake is an 
example of where rustlers might have rested and let their stolen 
horses graze. Confirmed sites include Horsethief Basin now 
beneath Hebgen Lake, Jack Creek and Flathead Pass.  Photo by B. H. 
Alexander.

Previous top: A view of a herd of horses eating hay in front of a 
corral. Horse thief Kid Royal, considered a good judge of horseflesh, 
was notorious for nabbing the best horses in a herd.

Previous below: Saddle stock coming in to cow camp at the Flying 
D Ranch, circa 1916-1920, after Sweet Grass County Sheriff Oscar 
Fallang had cleaned up the trails of ruffian Kid Royal.

Above: Two saddled horses in the Spanish Peaks area. While the 
exact trails of the thieves that drove horses from Southwest 
Montana to Canada are unknown, part of their travels likely covered 
rough and mountainous terrain. Photo by B. H. Alexander.
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Cooke City, Montana, just 4 miles outside of the Northeast 
Entrance of Yellowstone National Park, has had a long lesson in 
patience. Waiting for the boom, the railroad, the mail, the snow 
melt, the tourist to come and now waiting for the tourist to leave, 
every moment has been hinged on hope. From early discovery in 
1870 through the 1930s, those in Cooke City were waiting for 
adequate transportation for their ore. Their dreams were fixed on 
a railroad. 

Those years of waiting were, for many, filled with the daily work 
of digging and the very work of living. 

In 1923, the “Denver Post” looked at the history of Cooke 
City via a couple of notes about those who were still in the 
camp waiting for another boom. The article, written by Cody, 
Wyoming, local Caroline Lockhart, noted that “Mr. and Mrs. 
Anton Zukor [sic] live in a cabin in the tall timber on the side of 
a mountain” and that “the roof is ready to fall in about their ears, 

He Might Strike it Still:
A WOMAN’S STORY OF HOPE

BY KELLY HARTMAN, An excerpt from “A Brief History of Cooke City”
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but they have little time to fix it, 
they’ve got to get to the ore that 
they feel sure lies somewhere in 
the mountain.” 

In 1923, the Zuckers had a 250-
foot tunnel to show for their 
efforts, and Lockhart explained 
that “it has taken them 25 years 
and they have made great sacrifices 
and endured incredible hardship, 
but with unswerving faith in their 
ultimate success, they toil on, old, 
crippled and not too much to eat 
sometimes.” 

It is likely the Zuckers had 
actually been at Cooke for over 
30 years. The tunnel would have 
been driven almost 10 feet per year 
by hand. The paper quoted the 
couple, with Anton stating, “Yes, 
it is quite hardt” in his “broken 
English,” while his wife “grimly” 
added, “but we’ve got to get to the 
ore, Anton, we can’t stop now, can 
we?”

Both Anton and his wife, 
Anastazie, were Bohemian 
immigrants who 
had come 
to America 
in the mid-
1880s. On 
March 31, 
1884, Anton 
arrived in New 
York on the 
Jon Breydel, a 
German passenger 
ship that departed 
from Antwerp, 
Belgium. He was 24 
years old. Anastazie 
immigrated in 
1887 at the age of 
about 30. While it is 
unclear if Anton and 
Anastazie met prior to their 
separate immigrations, they were married 
by the early 1890s, and by 1900, they were living in 
Cooke City, as recorded by the Census.

Their story was often retold, as it was the epitome of existing on 
hope and the grace and mercy that they could not see the future. 
In 1917, Gertrude A. Zerr wrote a similar article for “Sunset 
Magazine” detailing life in the camp, although it was less about 
the truth and more about the symbolic forgotten Western town. 
In it, Cooke City was renamed “Lost Lode,” possibly to protect 

the town from scrutiny, or possibly 
because the name sounded loftier on 
the tongue. 

Without giving a name, Zerr 
mentioned “an old couple” who had 
“worked and dug for 30 years” at 
their mine. There were similarities 
between this couple and the 
Zuckers, however, the words Zerr 
placed in Anastazie’s mouth sound 
more like her own than Anastazie’s. 

Zerr noted that the couple “worked 
by hand, carrying the ore out in 
baskets because there was no money 
for machinery or cars.” To make 
ends meet, they did “odd jobs for 
the other miners and their wives, to 
get money for dynamite and food.” 
According to Zerr, Anastazie had 
“never picked a berry to put up 
for the winter.” Her reasoning, as 
quoted by Zerr, was, “Why should 
I? By the winter time we will have 
our fortune and I can buy all the 
tame berries I want.” 

Zerr went on to state, “[Anastazie] 
expects to travel, to wear good 
clothes, and to go into society” and 
that she “corresponds with beauty 
editors, and keeps her complexion 
marvelously good.” Because of her 

Bohemian upbringing, Zerr said Anastazie “engages the ever-
departing teachers to come back when the railroad is built and 
teach her good English.” 

Zerr’s carefully curated picture of the Zuckers ended with 
Anastazie dramatically crying out, “ They will take us to the 
poorhouse and let us die, when if we stayed we would be rich. 
But I will never go. If the railroad does not come in time, I will 
kill myself before they shall take me!” The image of stubborn 
resilience against what time had made of them was complete.

However, letters Anastazie wrote in the mid- to late 1920s paint 
a more honest picture of the couple. On November 16, 1925, 
Anastazie wrote a letter to Isobel Holland, a girl who had 

grown up in Cooke City and since moved to another town. 

Her letter begins: “I surely have to stay at Cooke my Husband 
has done here so much work on his Claims that we can’t leave 
Cooke anymore although he has not strike [sic] the ore yet. I am 
very lonesome being so far remote of all civilization but I have to 
stay as long as he is able to work he might strike it still.” 

While it is possible that age had tamed the woman Zerr 
supposedly quoted, this letter does not suggest a woman who 
is blind to the truth, one who would not pick berries because 
wealth was on its way. The letter shows a woman who clearly sees 
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her life as it is but maintains hope that “he might strike it 
still.” 

Her letter continues to discuss the economic and social 
climate of Cooke: “I not wonder to you that you are longing 
to be back in Cooke. It was that time a Virgin Place where 
you were born and there was more People at Cooke at that 
time than it is now ... For Summer there come quite a few 
visitors a specially [sic] when the Picnic occur [sic] … if some 
Company would start some real work there wou[l]d be more 
life at Cooke, of course I mean for young folks, but I wish to 
be out of Cooke.”

Again, her assertion that she wishes to leave seems 
incongruous with the hysterical image presented by Zerr of 
a woman who would rather kill herself than leave without 
striking it rich. It is also interesting to note her mention 
of the summer visitors, as this is just about the time when 
tourism became a strong economic force for the community. 

During the 1920s, the Northern Pacific produced a short 
silent film that included a few shots of the annual picnic 
festivities in August. In one scene, Anastazie Zucker is 
talking to another woman, then notices the camera and looks 
over to give a quick smile before continuing her conversation. 
This, along with images of the couple at their home, 
presumably taken during one of the previously mentioned 
interviews, and the letters, allows a rare glimpse of life 
beyond the words of a reporter. 

Anastazie Zucker’s letter ends with a very human note: “I 
thank heartily for your friendliness I don’t desire anything, 
unless in the next fall a good sweet Washington Plums. I 
would bake Plum Dumplings.” Lockhart’s and Zerr’s images 
of a stubborn and unrealistic woman seem too stereotypical, too 
minimal, for the complex character of Anastazie. 

On August 27, 1934, at 7 a.m., Anton passed away in Livingston 
after a bout with bronchitis that had been followed by 
pulmonary edema. He was buried the next day in the Mountain 
View cemetery, leaving Anastazie a widow in a rugged landscape. 

Within a year of his death, Anastazie was taken to the Montana 
State Hospital in Warm Springs in Deer Lodge County. On 
October 25, 1936, Anastazie Zucker died. She was buried on 
October 28 in Warm Springs, nearly 250 miles from where she 
had spent a majority of her life and over 5,000 miles from where 
she was born. Together, she and Anton lived and died their 
mountain valley dream. 

As the “Red Lodge Picket” proclaimed: “Have courage Cooke, the 
fruition of long cherished hopes seems almost within your eager 
grasp.” The Zuckers, no doubt, held onto that hope; there was 
always a railroad in sight.

Note from the author: Stumbling upon Ana’s letter was an 
amazing experience for me. I am rarely able to share her story 
without tearing up. She has become a part of my heritage, not 
through blood but through a sense of place; the love and the 
struggle of a life lived in Cooke City. This year it is my hope to 

visit her grave at Warm Springs; and I plan to bring her a sweet 
plum. 

Kelly Hartman is the current curator at the Gallatin History Museum and 
former director of the Cooke City Montana Museum. Her book “A Brief History 
of Cooke City” was recently released by the History Press and she is currently 
working on her second, this time a true crime nonfiction. She is also a painter and 
printmaker inspired by the beauty of Montana.

PHOTOS:

Lead: Anastazie Zucker standing proudly by her cabin in Cooke 
City in her working clothes. Photo courtesy of the Cooke City 
Montana Museum

Cover for “A Brief History of Cooke City” which was released 
June 3, 2019. Image courtesy of The History Press

Page of the letter Anastazie wrote to Isobel Holland, dated 
November 16, 1925. Image courtesy of the Cooke City Montana 
Museum

Above: Detail image of plum dumplings featured in “He Might 
Strike it Still,” the exhibit on the Zuckers at the Cooke City 
Montana Museum. Photo courtesy of the Cooke City Montana 
Museum
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Whether it’s your doctor or your accountant, doing business 
with professionals who are willing to take the extra time 
needed to fully grasp your unique situation is commonly 
agreed upon to be the best move. Very few people enjoy 
having the complex problems in life be answered with a 
generic, prepackaged answer that applies to a group they’re 
in opposed to themselves. Despite this, every day people who 
are juggling everything from their current finances to the 
expected returns on a rental property walk into the branch 
of a large bank to be funneled through a series of forms and 
questions designed to determine their category, and the loan 
which suits those in their category. As an experienced lender 
who has been in the business for over a decade, Caroline Roy, 
who started the Bozeman branch of GoPrime Mortgage Inc., 
knows that packaged solutions are the least effective way to 
establish long-term satisfaction and financial prosperity for 
her customers. 

Caroline Roy began her career in lending while purchasing 
her first home in Livingston over a decade ago. Working with 
her lender at the time, she became intrigued by the capacity 
of the profession to present homebuyers with solutions to 
complex problems; this led her to pursue the career. Since 

then, Caroline has strived to help clients attain solutions 
which complement both their short and long-term goals. 
Unlike large banks, she does this by taking the time necessary 
to work with people and form a multi-faceted approach, which 
takes into account their current financial situation, along with 
their future goals, ranging from retirement planning to the 
acquisition of rental properties or a second home. Equally 
important are the steps necessary to prepare people to buy 
their first home, even if that is a goal that may take many 
months to bring to fruition. 

Many GoGoPrime Mortgage clients who have worked with 
Caroline years ago when buying their first home return when 
they’ve outgrown their first home or are looking to expand 
their real estate portfolio. Those who have come to GoPrime 
Mortgage Lending recognize how much of an asset an 
experienced and trustworthy advocate can be throughout the 
home buying process at any stage in life. Caroline recognizes 
that in a community the size of Bozeman, you rarely see 
a client only once, and feels an obligation to utilize every 
resource available to find the best option for her clients; 
this ensures that their finances are stable throughout the 
years and workable when they buy their next home. Building 

GoPrime Mortgage, Inc.
BOZEMAN’S ORIGINAL AND UNEQUALLED

Caroline Roy, Branch Manager/Loan Officer
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a relationship with 
customers is a crucial 
part of how they do 
things differently at 
GoPrime Mortgage 
Lending. 

Helping customers to 
achieve the Montana 
dream is a true passion 
for Caroline. She and 
her family can truly 
appreciate why people 
move to Montana or 
solidify their roots here 
with a new home. When 
Caroline is not in the 
office she can be found exploring the great state of Montana 
with her husband and three boys. They enjoy camping, 
floating, biking, skiing, gardening and hunting throughout our 
region and beyond.

The loan officers at GoPrime Mortgage have encountered a 
variety of people and situations; perspective home buyers are 
often unaware of the next step to take towards buying a home 
in their particular situation. Caroline Roy compiled the most 
common situations she encounters along with the options 
which are available: 

YOU ARE LOOKING INTO BUYING A HOME, 
INVESTMENT PROPERTY, OR VACATION HOME, 
YET DO NOT HAVE OR WANT TO ALLOCATE A 
FULL 20% DOWN.

The goal of attaining a property with more limited financial 
resources is entirely possible. The loan officers at GoPrime 
Mortgage Lending have a vast knowledge of programs 
available to them. Second homes require only 10% down 
currently and investment properties can be purchased 
with as little as 15% down. For home buyers purchasing a 

primary residence, GoPrime 
Mortgage can help to find an 
FHA loan with 3.5% down, 
conventional loans with 3-5% 
down or a USDA Rural 
Development loan or VA loan 
with 100% financing available 
for qualifying borrowers. They 
also work with the Montana 
Board of Housing offering 
several grant programs. Or 
with the Montana Community 
Development Corporation to 
offer their HomeNow program 

with a gift for the down 
payment or closing costs 
to compliment any of 

the other primary residence programs. 

YOU ARE RECENTLY RETIRED AND HAVE 
SUBSTANTIAL ASSETS BUT LITTLE INCOME.

Those who are retired, or nearing retirement still often desire 
to keep their assets productive. The loan officers at GoPrime 
Mortgage are experienced in working with clients and their 
financial advisors to utilize retirement savings or other liquid 
assets as an income stream in order to qualify for a home loan 
even without a more traditional source of income. 

YOU ARE A RECENT GRADUATE AND HAVE 
A SOLID INCOME BUT LITTLE ASSETS AND A 
SHORTER JOB HISTORY.

GoPrime Mortgage offers a variety of programs in this 
situation. Often, with the help of parents recent graduates 
can utilize gift funds as a means towards purchasing a home. 
In other cases GoPrime Mortgage Lending offers programs 
which utilize co-signing to blend the debt ratios of more 
established family members in order to qualify. 

Caroline and her husband enjoying the Montana outdoors.
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YOU’RE INTERESTED 
IN BUYING A HOME, 
BUT NEED TO 
BORROW MORE THAN 
THE CONFORMING 
LOAN LIMIT OF 
$484,100.

GoPrime Mortgage 
furnishes an array of 
offerings for Jumbo loans. 
Whether you are seeking 
a loan for a primary 
residence, vacation home, 
or investment property, a 
plethora of options which mirror conventional loans in regard 
to rates and down payments exist in the Jumbo marketplace. 

YOU ARE NEW TO THE MARKET AND DON’T 
KNOW WHERE TO START.

By coming to GoPrime Mortgage 
Inc., you will receive the time and 
personalized treatment which a large 
financial decision calls for. In working 
with GoPrime Mortgage Lending, you 
are exposing yourself to a variety of 
programs and options which may not 
be available at larger banks.   Small 
Mortgage Bankers such as GoPrime 

Mortgage Lending also 
operate outside of standard 
banking hours, allowing you 
to fit the home buying process 
in with your busy schedule 
GoPrime Mortgage Lending, 
Inc. is happy to make the 
process work for you and your 
style of business.  They can do 
everything online safely and 
securely when it’s convenient 
for you, or they can meet face 
to face to talk about your 
plans, goals and needs. 

Buying a home can be a complex process, luckily with 
Caroline Roy and GoPrime Mortgage, it can be simplified 
and suited to your individual circumstances. For more 
information, you can contact Caroline at 406.624.6330 or 
apply online at www.GoPrimeMontana.com. Caroline Roy 

NMLS # 271203, GoPrime Mortgage Inc. 
NMLS # 69551 Equal Housing Lender. 
Their office is located at 2015 Charlotte 
St. Ste. 3, Bozeman, MT 59718. GoPrime 
Mortgage Inc. is licensed in over 30 states 
with offices to help both here and away. Visit 
www.GoPrimeMontana.com for a complete 
list of Branch locations. 

Caroline’s family.
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Caroline Roy
Branch Manager/Loan Officer

caroline@goprime.com

Online Application available at:
www.GoPrimeMontana.com

GoPrime Mortgage, Inc. 
2015 Charlotte St. Ste. 3

Bozeman, MT 59718
Office: 406-624-6330

www.GoPrimeMontana.com
PRIMARY RESIDENCE • INVESTMENT PROPERTY • SECOND HOME

CONVENTIONAL • FHA • VA • USDA RURAL HOUSING • JUMBO

COME FOR THE VACATION.
STAY BECAUSE YOU

TRUSTWORTHY • COMMITTED • DEPENDABLE

LOVE IT!

NMLS #271703/69551
Idaho #MLB-8366
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An important part of the history of a place is understanding the human 
relationship to it. One approach is to look at place names—human 
constructs, labels given to a physical locale to orient a person in a 
particular place and time.

Dr. Jeff Strickler, a historian and retired pediatrician who calls Big Sky his 
home, has indulged his fascination with place names in the area. Having 
hiked all over Southwestern Montana for 44 years, he’s also combed 
through topographic maps and archival records. 

This research has informed several books, the latest of which, Whispers 
of the Past and Reflections on Nature: Names in Bozeman’s Backyard, 
The Madison, Gallatin and Bridger Ranges, is forthcoming soon. His 
other works are Big Sky Names, A Skier’s Guide to the Biggest Skiing 
in America and Images of America, Big Sky, coauthored by Anne Marie 
Mistretta.

Here Montana Historian has compiled an excerpt from Strickler’s 
upcoming book, which will be available at the Gallatin History Museum, 
among other places.

MICHENER CREEK AND MEADOWS
GALLATIN CANYON
The Michener ranch was located near the present entrance to Big Sky 
at the junction of U.S. Highway 191 and Lone Mountain Trail, and the 
namesake creek is slightly south of this. 

Tom Michener was the son of Lewis Michener who came to Montana 
during the Virginia City gold rush of 1864, and moved to the Gallatin 
Valley in 1886. Tom arrived in the Middle Fork (the current Big Sky) in 
1889 as part of an abortive gold rush. No gold was found, but Tom stayed 
to hunt and mine, and he opened one of the first dude ranches in Gallatin 
Canyon. 

His quest for gold resulted in his formation of the Gallatin Mining and 
Milling Company where he sold stock options for the Hercules Dredging 
Company that was to dredge the Middle Fork from the present resort 
to the Gallatin River. The killing of his partners, Strauss Miller and 
Gladstone Stevens, by Andrew Levinski, along with dubious quality of 
the gold deposits led to the abandonment of the project. Tom left for 
brighter prospects in New Mexico where he died in 1921.

The property remained in the family as a summer cabin, and Tom’s 
daughter, Dorothy Vick, and her husband Joe came to live there in 
the late 1930s. Dorothy’s memoirs were preserved by Janet Cronin in 
Montana’s Gallatin Canyon, A Gem in the Treasure State, a classic 
history of the area. 

The stream’s prior name of Mud Creek is unfortunate.

LEVINSKI RIDGE AND CREEK
GALLATIN CANYON
Andrew Levinski, a German-born miner, emigrated to America in 1872. 
He prospected on the upper reaches of the Middle Fork of the Gallatin 
for 35 years and claimed to have a mine “full of riches.” Although he lived 
in a cabin on the east side of the Gallatin River near the creek and the 
ridge of his name, he had multiple claims registered in the Canyon and 
his primary mine was near the present base area of Big Sky Resort. The 
resort hotels are located on what was called Levinski Meadows, and the 
little reservoir at the resort entrance was named Lake Levinski in his 
memory. 

He is most famous for an incident in January 1917 when he shot and 
killed Strauss Miller and Gladstone Stevens in a fire fight. They were 
Tom Michener’s partners in the Hercules Dredging project, and their 
deaths put an end to any commercial mining in the valley. Levinski was 
acquitted by a jury in Bozeman on the basis of self-defense and claim 
jumping. 

He disappeared shortly after the trial. Some say that Levinski was 
murdered and the body stuffed in a prospect hole. Others say that Tom 
Michener led a pack horse out of the canyon with a bundle that could 
have been a body. The probable truth is that he just left, as ranger Rhesis 
Francham saw Levinski and his dogs get on an eastbound train in 1918. 
The mine “full of riches” was never found.

FRANCHAM MOUNTAIN
SOUTHEAST BOZEMAN
Chestnut Mountain was originally called Francham Mountain, but 
Chestnut was made by formal decision of the U.S. Geological Survey. 
Francham now refers to the small ridge that extends west from the 

NAMES IN BOZEMAN’S BACKYARD
STORY BY JESSIANNE CASTLE

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE GALLATIN HISTORY MUSEUM
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mountain.

The hill was named 
for William Fransham 
who had a ranch and 
sawmill at the mouth of 
Rocky Canyon. He was 
elected Gallatin County 
Sheriff in 1897 and was a 
long-time postmaster in 
Bozeman.

Interestingly, family birth 
and death certificates 
as well as William’s 
gravestone all use the 
“Fransham” spelling, 
though “Francham” is 
what was adopted by the 
U.S. Geological Survey 
for the mountain.

William’s son, Rhesis, 
was the first forest ranger 

in Gallatin Canyon when the Gallatin National Forest was formed in 
1905, serving until 1912. He built a ranger cabin near the current Storm 
Castle Creek bridge in 1906 and the Cinnamon Creek Ranger Station 
in 1907. He later served as a postal carrier in Bozeman. Rhesis was 
associated with several historical events in the canyon such as hauling the 
first load of Pete Karst’s equipment to what became Karst Kamp. In 1918 
he also reported in his log book that he saw Andrew Levinski and his dog 
get on an eastbound train. Levinski was never seen again, but this put 
paid to the rumor that he had been murdered.

CHESTNUT MOUNTAIN
EAST OF BEAR CANYON
Col. James D. Chesnut was 
born in Ohio in 1834 and after 
a stint in the California gold 
fields, went to Kansas where he 
served in the Civil War, rising 
to the rank of colonel. He came 
to Montana in 1867 and started 
a saloon and meeting hall in 
one of the first log buildings in 
Bozeman: Chesnut Corner at 
the junction of where Bozeman 
and Main streets are now.

Virtually all the newcomers 
did a bit of prospecting, and 
in 1886 Chesnut discovered a 
seam of coal just east of town, near the present Trail Creek exit #316 on 
I-90. Originally supplying coal for heat in Bozeman and at Fort Ellis, the 
successful mines supplied the Northern Pacific Railway and provided 
coke for the Anaconda copper and Castle silver smelters. 

The thriving town of Chestnut grew up and had a population of 
1500-2000 at its peak, with another 1000 living near the coke ovens. 
The school had 132 students in 1903 and active commercial mining 
continuing until 1911. Better coal elsewhere and water seeping into the 
mines led to the closure, but hardscrabble activities continued through 
WWII. It was deserted by 1973 and only a few buildings remain.

The name commemorates the man and the town. Formerly called 
Francham Mountain, the USGS confirmed it as Chestnut. Although the 
man spelled his name without a “t,” the U.S. Postal Service corrected the 
spelling to that of the tree—which is not native to the Great Plains or 
Rocky Mountains—and the maps reflect this decision. It is not known 
what the colonel thought of this change.

BRACKETT CREEK
BRIDGER CANYON
Fort Ellis was constructed just east of Bozeman in 1867 to protect the 
Gallatin Valley from the Sioux Indians involved in Red Cloud’s War 
farther east. In 1869 Col. A.G. Brackett arrived with a mounted force to 
take command of the fort. He sent a detachment up the Bridger Canyon 
to cut timber to be used for the fort, and build a blockhouse. This creek 
was named for the colonel.

The Blackfeet Trail followed this creek. Like Flathead Pass just to the 
north, it was another heavily used path to the buffalo plains.

Robert Bliler had a sawmill on the creek near the current Bridger Creek 
Road. He moved the mill to Horse Creek east of Wilsall in 1890. 
Apparently he also had a placer gold prospect at the head of Brackett 
Creek.

PHOTOS:

Michener: Bert and Tom Michener hauling firewood. The men stand 
on either side of a large sled loaded with wood, with a two-horse 
team standing before a log cabin. Image from the Dorothy Vick 
Estate.

Levinski: Close-up image of a snow-covered cabin in Gallatin Canyon. 
This could be Andrew Levinski’s cabin. Photo taken circa 1980s. 
Donated by Dale and Gayle Palmer.

Fransham: Rhesis Fransham, Bozeman’s first letter carrier, and the 
first Ranger in Gallatin Canyon. Another man, possibly Henry Rice, 
stands on the lawn before a frame house. Image from donor Robert 
Evans.

Chesnut: Colonel James D. Chesnut, a Bozeman coal mine operator. 
While he did not spell his name with a “t,” the town was spelled 
“Chestnut” after the introduction of a post office.

Fort Ellis: A panoramic view of Fort Ellis, with a cluster of large, log 
buildings at the center and the southern end of the Bridger Range in 
the background. 
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Major life events - like buying a home or 
having a baby - have the potential to affect 
your insurance needs. What insurance moves 
should you make at every stage of your life to 
make sure your coverage doesn’t miss a beat? 

Life event: Marriage 
• Insurance needs: Obtain life insurance
• Why: Life insurance helps ease potential 
financial burdens after your partner’s death 
by helping you cover bill payments and other 
expenses.
• Did you know: 25% of Americans wish their 
spouse or partner would purchase more life 
insurance.footnote[1]

Life event: New Home
• Insurance need: Obtains homeowners 
insurance
• Why: a new home is a big investment, and 
homeowners insurance will help protect it 
from things like fire, weather damage, theft, 
vandalism, accidental damage and more.
footnote[2]
• How: Get a professional to give you an idea 
of how much insurance you’ll need. You will 
want to insure your new home for 100% of 
its estimated replace cost - not market value.
footnote[3]

Life Event: New Baby
• Insurance Need: Increase life insurance
• Why: Having a baby is just the start of a 
huge financial commitment - increasing your 
life insurance will help you feel more secure 
about your baby’s future should you or your 
partner pass away unexpectedly.
• Did you know? According to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, it costs $245,340 
to raise a child to age 18.footnote[4]

Life Event: Teen Driver
• Insurance Need: Increase auto insurance

• Why: No driver should run the risk of 
being uninsured on the road, teens included - 
especially since this group is the most at-risk 
for getting into car accidents.f ootnote[5]
• Did you know? Adding a teen driver to your 
auto policy may raise your rates,footnote[6]
but costs may drop gradually as your teen gains 
more experience behind the wheel. footnote[7]

Life Event: New Business
• Insurance Need: Obtain business insurance
• Why: Running any kind of business - from a 
storefront to a one-person operation - means 
you can be at risk for a lawsuit.footnote[8] 
Business insurance protects against large costs 
associated with legal fees, settlements and 
more.
• How: Your State Farm agent will help you 
determine the kind of coverage your business 
needs. 
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State Farm® (including State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company and its 
subsidiaries and affiliates) is not responsible for, and does not endorse or approve, 
either implicitly or explicitly, the content of any third party sites hyperlinked from 
this page. State Farm has no discretion to alter, update, or control the content on the 
hyperlinked, third party site. Access to third party sites is at the user’s own risk, is 
being provided for informational purposes only and is not a solicitation to buy or sell 
any of the products which may be referenced on such third party sites.

INSURANCE NEEDS 
FOR MAJOR LIFE EVENTS
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1606039

A good neighbor 
has your back. 

Life’s a combination of good days and bad. I have your 
back for both. And who has my back? The company  
more people have trusted for 90 years. I’m here to help 
life go right.TM CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

Jeff Weedin, Agent
1351 Stoneridge Drive
Bozeman, MT  59718
Bus: 406-586-4900
jeff.weedin.qswp@statefarm.com
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In the last decade of the 19th century, as the first buildings of the 
Agricultural College of the State of Montana were under construction 
in Bozeman, a solitary Victorian single family house was erected on 
the undeveloped land just north of the nascent college’s campus.  In 
1965, the Agricultural College became Montana State University.  In 
the early 1980’s, the no-longer-solitary Victorian single family house 
became one of Bozeman’s first Mexican restaurants, Casa Sanchez.  In 
October of 2014, following 27 months of a non-stop, top-to-bottom 
remodel of the old house by new ownership, a new restaurant, South 
9th Bistro, opened its doors.   

Quietly located away from the hustle and bustle of Main Street on 
South 9th Avenue, South 9th Bistro offers one of Montana’s best 
upscale dining experiences in a relaxed, local neighborhood venue.   
In addition to hundreds of excellent online reviews from foodies, 
travelers and locals alike, South 9th Bistro has been recognized by 
TripAdvisor® since 2016 as Bozeman’s top restaurant.

The Bistro’s distinctive orange Victorian façade is easily recognized by 
day, illuminated at night by its many windows aglow with the warmth 
and comfort of the space within. Although most of the original 
windows were replaced with the remodel, a large leaded glass window 
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and small stained glass window from the building’s 
east face were salvaged and restored.

Seating at the Bistro is available on the main and 
second floors inside the building, and seasonally, 
outside on the building’s naturally shaded patio.  
Seating on the main floor is open and upbeat, 
while seating on the main floor is a bit cozier and 
more intimate.  The second floor also features 
a private dining area that can comfortably 
accommodate a table of 10.

The Bistro’s dinner menu is entirely scratch-made 
and expertly executed, under the direction of 
Chef Ryan Trenton.  Broad in scope, the menu 
features appetizers such as Prosciutto-wrapped 
Sea Scallops and Escargots, and entrées such as 
Steak au Poivre with dauphinoise potatoes and 
Pan-seared North Atlantic Salmon with a lemon-
caper beurre blanc and wild rice.  The menu offers 
numerous gluten-free and vegetarian options - the 
latter including Ratatouille served in an eggplant 
pirogue with polenta, and Roasted Butternut 
Squash Ravioli with a sage-marsala sauce and 
grilled asparagus.  Complementing the dinner 
menu is a full selection of wines, beers and port. 

South 9th Bistro is open for dinner Tuesday 
through Saturday evenings, from 5:00pm.  Dinner 
fare is available for take-out during dinner hours.  
Reservations are highly recommended Friday and 
Saturday evenings, and generally recommended 
Tuesdays through Thursdays.  Reservations are 
necessary after 8:00pm.
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If you can find a quiet 
time to sit in the little park 
on the southwest corner 
of Main and Rouse in 
Downtown Bozeman, and 
if you listen close enough, 
you might hear soft 
echoes from the past—jail 
cells clanging closed, fire 
bells ringing and quite 
possibly the sounds of the 
Queen City Band from 
the opening night of the 
Bozeman Opera House on 
Sept. 19, 1890.

For more than 75 
years a massive, ornate 
brick, stone and cast-
iron building was the 
headquarters for the 
city administration for 
Bozeman. The big fire 
engines were housed in 
one section of the lower 
floor with firemen’s 
quarters above and the 
traditional brass pole at the side. In the other half of the building were 
offices for city administrators with a long hall leading back to the jail cells 
and janitor’s quarters. The second floor housed the police headquarters 
and a large courtroom and from there a small door opened to the 
grandeur of a 900-seat auditorium: The Bozeman Opera House.

An interesting concept of combined use for city business and community 
civic space, one could imagine a desire to present a united community 
to travelers and citizens alike as the planning for this structure actually 
predates Montana’s statehood. 
 
ACT 1: ONE MAN’S DREAM BECOMES COMMUNITY 
TREASURE
Planning for the city hall began in 1887. In April of 1887, John Bogert 
was elected mayor and a $10,000 bond was approved to finance a new 
city hall. 

Architect Byron Veerland spent three weeks planning the structure, 
which included an opera house to occupy the majority of the second floor. 
Veerland explained that while the structure would look like a three-story 
building from the outside, the inside height of the second floor would 
accommodate the opera house auditorium and balcony. 

Despite continuing troubles with bids and more bond issues, the 
cornerstone was dedicated on July 4, 1888. Bogert loved a grand 
celebration and the Fourth of July was the perfect timing for his pet 

project’s public dedication. 

With the Territorial 
Gov. Preston H. Lesley 
in attendance, the 
procession was headed 
up by a marching band in 
glimmering new uniforms; 
from the end of Main 
Street they marched 
to Broadway and then 
retraced their march to 
the city hall/opera house 
site. The Avant Courier 
reported that following 
Lesley and Bogert, the 
procession included the 
City Council, distinguished 
citizens, dismounted militia 
and three fire companies 
with the hose company 
handsomely arrayed in 
velvet-trimmed jackets. 
Last but not least, Mr. 
Slusser and Mr. Henke, 
who manufactured cigars, 
threw their products into 

the crowd. 

With the large crowd now assembled at the corner of Rouse and Main, 
Avant Courier publisher W. W. Alderson delivered a speech reviewing 
the notable events in the development of the town followed by Bogert 
describing the history of the city hall.

“This building is the election of our people—by a vote of more than 11 
to 1, the ordinance permitting it was adopted at the polls—and though 
trouble and delay have followed, yet its foundation is completed, and as 
we lay this cornerstone I know I may declare that, no matter what the 
opposition, the will of the people must prevail and this build shall at last 
become our City Hall,” Bogert said.

With that said he placed a metal box to serve as a time capsule, saying, “I 
now declare this cornerstone laid; in the name of the people of Bozeman, 
dedicate this structure to the uses of the city forever.”

The project was fraught with more financial trouble but the citizens 
wanted their city hall/opera house and voted in favor of additional bond 
levies. In September 1890, the fire department moved in, hanging the fire 
alarm bell in the bell tower and the fire engine moved into its quarters 
with the horses stabled nearby. City officials furnished their rooms 
and rented out others. The city police department found a home here 
and provided a few cells to house “guests” and the hum of city business 
remained constant for the next three quarters of a century.

The Story of the Bozeman City Hall 
and Opera House in Three Acts

STORY BY CINDY SHEARER
PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE GALLATIN HISTORY MUSEUM
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ACT 2: THE 
FOCAL POINT 
OF BOZEMAN’S 
CULTURAL LIFE
Three years and 10 
days after the original 
plans were accepted, 
the Bozeman Opera 
House opened with 
a grand concert by 
the Queen City 
Band, a group of 
local musicians. The 
proceeds from this 
concert provided 
scenery and curtains 
for the stage. 

The first performance 
by an out-of-town 
group took place 
on Oct. 13, 1890, 
featuring the Mendelssohn Quintet Club of Boston sponsored by the 
Volunteer Fire Department. The Avant Courier described it as a rare 
treat for lovers of good music and said of the opera house, “It is without a 
doubt as handsome as any in the state. The curtain is a beautiful piece of 
art, representing a Venetian scene, and the scenery and stage furniture are 
very handsome.”

Drama, music, and political rallies were not the only features in the 
early days of the hall. The seats were removable, and on Jan. 16, 1891, a 
promenade concert by the opera house orchestra was followed by dancing 
on the parquet. 

In March of 1891 the new Bozeman Hotel, located across the street 
from the city hall/opera house, had its grand opening. The hotel received 
free use of the auditorium for the occasion, plus permission to build a 
footbridge from the second floor of the hotel across Main Street to the 
opera house. Orchestras furnished music for dancing there and in the 
hotel, with guests moving freely between the two builds over the bridge. 
Unfortunately, the bridge was removed immediately afterward but the 
calendar of events for the Bozeman Opera House continued to grow.

During the next couple of years Bozeman became known as a “show 
town,” located on the Northern Pacific Railway between Minneapolis and 
Seattle with large nationally renowned acts stopping to perform for the 
citizens of the valley. 

The panic of 1893 hit Bozeman hard as banks closed and unemployment 
mounted. The number of road shows dropped sharply, and for a time the 
opera house was often dark. But the next year the lack of professional 
shows was counteracted by local people who put on a series of concerts, 
minstrel shows and plays yet again providing cultural and social activities 
for a town that had grown accustomed to the finer things most towns of 
similar size at this time were lacking.

On March 19, 1898, the Bozeman Opera House, just eight years old, 
was ridiculed on her own stage when traveling acclaimed actor Frederick 
Warde gave a curtain speech incensed that the dressing room ceilings 
were only 5 ½ feet high, and annoyed because the stage roof was not 
raised enough to permit the use of modern scenery.

Warde’s speech spurred the city administration to refer the matter to 

the Committee on 
Public Buildings 
and eventually it 
recommended that “a 
new roof be placed on 
the city hall building 
and that the building 
be painted and 
several of its rooms 
calcimined. That the 
foundation of the 
building be repaired, 
that the roof be raised 
over the stage, that the 
floors of the dressing 
room be lowered and 
that a room be built in 
which to store scenery.”

This decision forever 
changed the outside 
appearance of the 

majestic building as Helena architect C. S. Haire prepared plans to put 
on a flat roof by building up the outside walls 15 feet higher. To give the 
illusion of a third story, windows lighting an unreachable pseudo-attic 
were installed in the raised wall. The contract was awarded in the amount 
of $5,633 and construction began in September 1898.

Traveling shows continued to stop in Bozeman and the auditorium 
served as a civic center as well as theater, and each election year provoked 
an eruption of political bookings. In 1899 the opera house purchased a 
moving picture machine, and on July 3 it showed the Sharkey-McCoy 
fight, plus scenes from the Spanish-American War. In 1903 the building 
was rewired and in 1905 the population of the town had reached 5,000 
and saw a peak in performances including vaudeville shows, minstrel 
shows and finally a cat and dog circus which presented “Funny Folks.”

But competition from the movie houses called electric theatres brought 
change. The Gem theater opened in 1908, and to compete, the opera 
house showed movies in the intervals between live shows. With fewer 
road shows and improvements needed in the building, the city took over 
direct control of the opera house in 1914. 

City clerk Carl A. Spieth oversaw the auditorium’s remodel that included 
removal of the boxes and the lower proscenium arch was built. The 
county high school received the old curtains and the property room 
was ordered cleared of rubbish. In 1916 the opera house became the 
Municipal Theater and World War I took the traveling companies off the 
road.

ACT 3: THE END OF AN ERA 
Rundown and often empty, the old opera house now drew crowds only 
on rare occasions. Boxing and wrestling were featured for a short period, 
with a ring constructed on the parquet and bleacher seats built on the 
stage. 

Where once musicians, actors, dancers and performers of all genres 
delighted Bozeman’s culture-thirsty citizens, now was all but deserted. 
Through the 1920s the National Guard rented the space and soldiers 
marched and counter-marched until they found new quarters in 1926. 

Darkness once again returned until the Montana State College dramatics 
class gave a reopening performance of “The Importance of Being Earnest” 
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in May of 1927. The high school held its graduation ceremonies that 
year too, but the building was deemed structurally unsound for public 
usage. The lights went off, the doors were closed and the pigeons were 
left to rule. Only the posters on the stage wall remained as painful 
souvenirs of many evenings of grandeur.

As Bozeman continued its population growth, the city government 
needed more room. The firemen built a dormitory under one side of 
the balcony and a courtroom was put on the other side. More cells were 
needed by the police department, so the dressing rooms beneath the 
stage were fitted with bars and steel doors. The stage itself became a 
repository for tarnished and broken street decorations.

Time marched on and the old building grew shabbier; in 1938 local 
architect Fred F. Willson drew plans for a new city hall but the bond 
issue failed. With the coming war the plans were shelved and the idea 
abandoned until the 1959 earthquake cracked the walls of the building. 
They were reinforced with beams bolted together inside and out, but it 
was obvious that the structure was dangerously weak.

It took several bond elections before the issue carried and not until 1965 
was the building empty and ready for demolition. As layer upon layer 
of the grand old building was removed the cornerstone and its contents 
became the source of considerable speculation. 

The site was not marked, and no one knew which stone contained the 
documents. The demolition crew finally discovered it when they tipped 
over a stone on the northeast corner of the building. Much like the 
soon to be forgotten building, the unsealed metal box had rusted away, 
leaving only undecipherable scraps of what had once been records and 
documents.

The old fire alarm bell that graced the bell tower sits in front of the fire 
station on Rouse now and the community still debates topics of city 
needs, preservation and performing arts space. 

PHOTOS:

Lead: The Bozeman City Hall and Opera House.
 
 The small park on the southwest corner of Main Street and Rouse 
Avenue; the former location of the Bozeman City Hall and Opera 
House. 

Above: Sweet Pea production, probably at the Bozeman Opera 
House, circa 1910. 

A NIGHT AT THE OPERA
BY JESSIANNE CASTLE

Today, the grandeur of the performance stage is alive and well thanks 
to Intermountain Opera Bozeman. The group produces world-class 
opera in the fall and spring, musical theatre in the winter, and live 
music performances throughout the year, often featuring renowned 
national performers.

Intermountain Opera got its start with Montana State University 
music professor Verity Bostick. She desired to form the first 
Montana-based opera company and after garnering support from 
New York producer Anthony Stivanello, she produced Verdi’s La 
Traviata in the spring of 1979. 

Opera star and Bozeman resident Pablo Elvira, a leading baritone 
with the Metropolitan Opera and New York City Opera, was asked 
to perform in the role of Germont for the production. Ultimately, his 
and Stivanello’s appearance attracted the attention of national news, 
and thus, Intermountain Opera Bozeman was born.

“Opera has such a long history of combining many disciplines into 
one art form: music, visual art, dance and literature/storytelling,” 
said Intermountain Opera marketing and outreach coordinator Else 
Trygstad-Burke. “It is essential that we preserve the beauty and 
integrity of operas from the past while encouraging and producing 
contemporary works that explore current issues.”

The upcoming Intermountain Opera season is complete with a 
northwest premiere, a calling back to the golden age of Broadway, 
as well as the humorous performance of Mozart’s The Marriage of 
Figaro. 

October 11 and 13, 2019
Ricky Ian Gordon and Royce Vavrek’s 27 
This performance celebrates the salon of Gertrude Stein at 27 rue 
de Fleurus in Paris. Flourishing amid two world wars, the salon was 
host to some of the greatest artists of the period: Matisse, Picasso, 
Hemingway, Fitzgerald and more. Intermountain Opera Bozeman’s 
performance will be the opera’s northwest premiere. 

February 7-9 and 14-16, 2020
Cole Porter’s Kiss Me, Kate 
Winner of the 1949 Tony Award for “Best Musical,” Kiss Me, Kate 
brings audiences back to the golden age of Broadway. This production 
will even take place in the historic Ellen Theatre. Set to Cole Porter’s 
timeless music and lyrics, the musical features a “story within a story” 
that blends the melodrama and comedy of show business with a 
reinterpretation of Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew. 

April 24 and 26, 2020
Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro
One of the ten most popular operas ever written, The Marriage of 
Figaro delights audiences from beginning to end with its hilarious, 
clever plot and scheming characters. Mozart’s sublime and joyful 
music accompanies a playful satire of social classes, marital drama, 
infidelity and love. 

For more information visit intermountainopera.org.
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In the 1800’s, families from the 
Netherlands moved to Montana to grow 
barley for malters near the little town 
of Manhattan.  Named by a group of 
New York City investors who operated 
the Manhattan Malting Company, these 
new families settled together in a tightly 
knit society that continues to flourish 
today.  By 1898, Manhattan had become 
rather important to the Gallatin Valley, 
with approximately 150 residents, and 
a school enrollment of 75.  The town 
began to flourish with two hotels, a 
general store, one meat market, two blacksmith shops and one saloon.  
Today, Manhattan’s most productive industries center on seed potatoes, 
dairy and wheat farms, commercial beef, and registered cattle.  

Due to the success of the Manhattan Malting Company, Manhattan 
thrived between the late 1800s and early 1900s. During 1913, the first 
Chamber of Commerce, with the support of local businessmen, spent 
$100,000 for improvements to the Town; $50,000 of which had been 
spent on sidewalks and water systems.  However, the slump of the early 
1970’s hit Manhattan so hard, even the Chamber of Commerce became 
non-existent.  Fortunately, by 1984, Manhattan was growing again, with a 
local newspaper reporting “1985 was looking brighter for Manhattan.”  To 
celebrate, the small town of 988 residents came together for a centennial 
celebration:  “Manhattan Days.”  This event was eventually renamed 
The Potato Festival.  “What better way to celebrate the heritage of the 
town than by labeling the annual celebration “The Potato Festival,” in 
honor of the many seed potato farmers who helped establish the town 
and surrounding area,” D.G. Poynter reported in his article in the High 
Country Independent Press.   When Poynter wrote that article in 1989, 
only 400-500 people attended the event.  Today, upwards of 4,000 visitors 
attend the festival, with vendors from all over the state of Montana; as far 
west as Arizona, and as far east as Missouri.  When a potential vendor 
recently asked the Chamber, “What makes the Potato Festival so special 

that I should spend that much money on 
a one day event?”  The Chamber replied, 
“Well, in-state and out of state vendors 
return year after year for a reason: 4,000 
reasons in one day is a pretty good return 
on your money.”  “Good enough for me,” 
the vendor said.   

The Potato Festival kick-starts the day 
with the local Manhattan Volunteer 
Fire Department serving pancakes from 
6:30a-10a.  While stomachs are being 
filled, the annual Parade is lining up 

for its 11am start.  In the background, three live bands play throughout 
the day.  Don’t forget the annual Auto Show which continues to grow 
every year.  Craft and vendor booths fill the Railroad Park of downtown 
Manhattan, with an area just for kids to bounce off all their energy.  The 
Manhattan Senior Center joins in the day by selling baked potatoes with 
all the fixings. You can shop until drop, or pull up a hay bale to sit and 
enjoy the music.  And don’t forget the distinctive artwork created each 
year for The Potato Festival.  Local artist, Betsy Mancuso donates her 
talent to create what has become a collector’s item, with posters, postcards 
and T-shirts uniquely designed to memorialize each year’s event. This 
family friendly event has something for the entire family.

What is the secret of the Potato Festival?  The secret is the resident’s 
passion for the Town of Manhattan.  The residents have seen their 
charming, historic town ebb and flow throughout the years.  Through 
the booms and the busts, the town ardently held on to the history and 
tradition of their town.  The Town of Manhattan gives their all to 
celebrate their heritage, which is what makes it so special, and such a 
community-wide success.  What started out as a way to simply revive a 
town’s sagging spirit has grown into a much anticipated, thriving festival. 
The Manhattan Potato Festival gets better every year!!  No entry fee.  
Always the third Saturday in August, rain or shine!  Visit us at www.
manhattanareachamber.com

A Town’s PAssion for iTs HisTory igniTes THe 
ANNUAL MANHATTAN POTATO FESTIVAL
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Building In Big Sky Country

alpenglow ConstruCtion

A residential and commercial construction company 
based in Bozeman, Alpenglow Construction 
specializes in high-end residential homes and distinct 
commercial sites. As skilled with vertical, modern 
designs punctuated by corrugated steel and reclaimed 
wood as they are with rustic log constructions, 
Alpenglow applies the same unparalleled design 
knowledge and materials expertise to each sleek 
office space and cozy reading nook it creates.

Where nuanced details and craftsmanship identify an 
Alpenglow project, a first glance at the style of any of 
its buildings will not. When local architects needed 
a new office building that would demonstrate the 
quality of their work, they chose Alpenglow, as did 
the growing number of residential and commercial 
clients that have chosen Alpenglow over the years. 
From the dream Montana estate in the mountains 
to the perfectly executed sustainable suite of urban 
offices, each project gets the uncompromised 
attention of Alpenglow’s talented, experienced team 
of professionals. Alpenglow is committed to expertly 
realizing each client’s vision and treating every 

project as a showcase for the exceptional.

For every budget, variety of building and measure 
of square footage, there’s a right way to get the job 
done. With a proven record of quality and excellence, 
Alpenglow works with an established network of 
talented craftsmen and suppliers to ensure clients 
receive the best products and services at the best 
prices. Dedicated to smart construction, Alpenglow 
has been employing “green” techniques since well 
before the concept was popularized, improving 
efficiency and conserving energy through distinct 
insulation, airflow and materials choices.

Over the years, Alpenglow Construction has 
partnered with proven professionals from design 
to finished product. Deftly enlivening the organic 
beauty of the old and emphasizing the concise 
efficiency of the new in each of its distinctive 
projects, Alpenglow Construction is Gallatin Valley’s 
premiere custom residential and commercial builder. 
For more information on Alpenglow Construction, 
visit Alpenglowbuild.com or call 406.920.1029

n  n  n
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2320 W. MAIN ST. SUITE 6 • BOZEMAN, MT 59718 • 406.920.1029

ALPENGLOWBUILD.COM
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Deep in the darkness of record unemployment, numbing hunger, 
relentless despair, raw fear and boiling anger that marked the Great 
Depression, hope all but evaporated for many Americans in the winter 
and spring months of 1933. 

A tsunami of bank failures washed across the nation. Years-long drought 
sapped once fertile agricultural lands. Farmers by the hundreds of 
thousands succumbed to foreclosure. Unemployment skyrocketed to 
twenty-five percent. Formerly middle-class city men fought over scraps 
of food in restaurant garbage cans. Millions from coast to coast staved off 
starvation only by the meager charity of soup kitchens.

No place was entirely immune to the haunting effects of “a depression so 
deep” that it was “without precedent in modern history,” in the words of 
recently-elected President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

Seeking to lift unemployed Americans out of despair and abject poverty, 

Roosevelt established the Civilian Conversation Corps (CCC), a public 
work relief program for jobless, unmarried young men. The president 
tasked the young men, deployed across hundreds of camps, with the 
restoration of soil and forests on lands depleted by drought and harmful 
agricultural practices, and with the improvement of America’s public 
infrastructure, including national parks. Yellowstone National Park 
administrators received notice to expect within weeks the arrival of 
hundreds of CCC laborers for the park’s 1933 summer season. 

Founded in 1872 as the world’s first national park and thereafter a mecca 
for upper class vacationers, Yellowstone by 1933 felt the impact of the 
Great Depression in the form of budget cuts and a decline in tourism. 
Facing the sudden influx of a large, untrained work force, nervous park 
administrators scrambled to make preparations. Uneasiness grew with 
the knowledge that the young men had primarily been recruited from the 
tough streets of New York City. Soon, the recruits arrived in Yellowstone’s 
remote wilderness with great apprehension of their own. 

HARD WORK, POTATOES AND BEARS: 
CCC Stories in Yellowstone

BY BRUCE T. GOURLEY

Franklin D Roosevelt with Civilian Conservation Corps boys; Photographer unknown; 1930. Photo courtesy of NPS archives.
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Friction immediately ensued. 

Due to inadequate time on the part of Yellowstone staff to fully 
prepare for the New Yorkers, accommodations for CCC workers were 
rudimentary and assignments often impromptu. Thrust into a distant and 
strange place of unfamiliar dangers juxtaposed with otherworldly marvels, 
many of the young men felt restless and uneasy. The manual labor was 
hard. Poor rations made matters all the worse. Many wanted to return 
home. Rebellion swelled within the ranks.

Soon a plot against their supervisors took shape. Armed with cold-boiled 
potatoes, a daily staple dreaded and reviled, the angry New York toughs 
one evening readied for their moment of opportunity. 

Amid the tension a lone figure materialized in the mess hall doorway, 
a .45 service revolver holstered on his hip. The room grew silent under 
the gunman’s gaze. “I warn you that I’ve taken just about all I can stand 
from you,” he said. Their plans exposed, the malcontents eyed the 
pistol. Having seized their attention, the commanding figure issued an 
ultimatum. “The first man that throws a potato in the mess hall tonight 
will get a bullet right between his eyes. I can put it there.” 

No one dared challenge him.

Witness to the aborted potato rebellion underneath a canvas tent at 
Canyon Junction, Robert “Red” Fenwick braced himself for a long 
summer. A CCC foreman, future author and later columnist for the 
Denver Post, Fenwick minced no words. “Most of the youths came 
from impoverished families caught in the Depression,” he wrote of the 
first CCC recruits in Yellowstone. Briefly trained at army bases prior to 
arriving in Yellowstone and attired in used military uniforms from World 
War I, the young men nonetheless evidenced little in the way of discipline 
or refinement. They “all had known hunger” and “and had grown up in 
the streets and cluttered alleys of the tenement districts, undernourished, 
undereducated, underprivileged—forgotten flotsam on the backwash of 
an economic system which temporarily had broken down. Altogether too 
many of them were tough, embittered and anti-social.”  

By the following summer some of the rough edges of Yellowstone’s early 
CCC days gave way to greater satisfaction marked by better food, daily 
discipline, and more efficient teamwork. Of the many CCC locations 
throughout the country, Yellowstone for many young men emerged as 
the most desirable. During their seasonal work in Yellowstone CCC 
workers cleared trails, cleaned up roadways, picked up trash, repaired and 
expanded park infrastructure, cut down bark beetle-infested trees, and 
fought fires, among other assignments. 

Although laboring hard, many understood, as one CCCer put it, that 
their work in Yellowstone National Park during a period of high national 
unemployment “was something to do and it was beneficial to the park and 
to the visitor.” 

Decades after their summer jobs in Yellowstone, some CCCers recalled 
their experiences through oral interviews recorded for Yellowstone 
National Park’s archives.

John E. Curan of Ohio arrived in Yellowstone in 1935 at seventeen 
years of age. Stationed at the Nez Perce Creek Camp he worked as a 
timberman, improving the Howard Eaton Trail and cutting wood for the 
massive fireplace in the Old Faithful Inn. He described camp life typical 
of that experienced by many CCCers in Yellowstone. “We were quartered 
in tents … of four or six bunks and a cone shaped stove in the center,” he 
recalled. “Camp was laid out like a quad; tents on all four sides. The center 
was all trees which small bears frequently frequented. The smaller bears 

would climb the trees and us crazy people would climb up another one 
several feet away from them. We had our own mess hall, a solid building, 
place to shower and work clothes – wash clothes – a combination rec hall 
and library. We had ping-pong tables and baseball diamonds across the 
creek from the camp.”  

Not every camp included a baseball diamond, but almost all CCCers, 
in an era of frequent human-bear encounters in Yellowstone, became 
familiar with bears. Any worker who kept candy in his tent risked a 
bear raid. Some CCC bear stories included bloody encounters. Others 
reflected the more typical benign and humorous nature of encounters. 

Martin Christensen, also an Ohioan arriving in Yellowstone in 1935, 
worked in the Canyon Junction area of the Park, where he enjoyed taking 
walks around the village during his off time. On one occasion while out 
walking he “heard a scream. There were about ten cabins on each side, and 
an office, and the cafeteria was up there, too. And I heard a scream as I 
was passing there. And just as I heard the scream, I looked up and I seen 
this woman running out of the cabin and a bear – she was running out 
the door and the bear jumping out the window at the same time. I had to 
laugh.” 

The stories of Fenwick, Curan and Christensen, three men among 
thousands who worked in Yellowstone’s CCC camps, provide a glimpse 
into a unique era in the park’s history. The numerous accomplishments 
of the CCC in Yellowstone include the construction of a permanent 
footpath through Norris Geyser Basin and the creation of tree nurseries 
designed to supply seedlings for replanting throughout Western regions 
decimated by drought and soil loss. 

Following the entry of the United States into World War II in December 
1941, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt discontinued the Civilian 
Conversation Corps program the following year. During the decade in 
which the CCC existed, some three million men worked in the program, 
rediscovering hope and acquiring a variety of skills. Upon improving 
Yellowstone’s infrastructure and backcountry alike, the last of the park’s 
CCC workers departed in the summer of 1942. Many Yellowstone CCC 
veterans, their lives shaped by hard work and camp discipline in the 
wilderness of the world’s first national park, served in defense of their 
country during World War II, afterward marrying and settling into 
middle class life. 

Yellowstone remained in their memories. With their children in tow or 
in their retirement years, many eventually returned to the park that years 
earlier restored hope to their lives during America’s darkest days.

Bruce T. Gourley lives in the Bozeman area and is an historian, author and the Editor of 
Yellowstone History Journal. He is currently working on a book about Yellowstone during the 
Great Depression. His personal website is brucegourley.com. 
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